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There not being two, thirds in. the affirmative, 
the rules were not suspended. 


MONTICELLO ACADEMY. 


Mr. JENKINS. I[rise to a privileged ques- 
tion, and I do so for the paspere at bringing be- 
fore the House the reconsideration of a motion 
made by the honorable gentleman from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Brown] on Thursday last for its ac- 
tion. The question is, whether certain papers 
presented in behalf of the trustees of Monticello 
Academy, in the State of Mississippi, should be 
considered by the Committee on Private Land 
Claims or the Committee on Public Lands? It is 
a question of some importance to ascertain and 
settle the boundary line of action between these 
two committees. It is appropriate that I should 
set forth a statement of the facts, in order that this 
question may be decided by the House. 

On the 26th day of July dast, the gentleman from 
Mississippi presented to the House the petition of 
applicants in behalf of the Monticello Academy, 
for the purpose of obtaining a lot of land, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. That committee 
examined the case, and immediately applica- 
tion was preseited to the Commissioner of the 
Land Office for the purpose of ascertaining the 
facts. That officer returned an answer to the com- 
munication, disclosing the whole state of facts. It 
appears from the petition presented by the trus- 


tees of that academy, that they are entitled to the | 


land which that township would be entitled to, 
under the act of 1803, for the support of schools. 
They set forth that, prior to their obtaining the 
benefit of that act, by devoting to the use of schools 
the sixteenth section of that township, the land 
was sold, through mistake, to a man by the name 
of Whitehead, by the Commissioner of the Land 
Office, and hence that academy was deprived of 
the sixteenth section. They set forth that in 1831 
an application was made to Congress for the pur- 
pose of relief, and that an act was passed author- 
izing that academy to receive other lands in lieu 
of this sixteenth section, and that the selection 
was given to the county of Lawrence instead of 
the township of Monticello, and hence they were 
deprived of it. They also set forth that it would 
be a great inconvenience to them to be obliged to 
go and make selections of land and sell them, and 
hence they desire Congress to pass a law giving to 
them the amount which Whitehead paid for the 
lot, together with interest at eight per cent., that 
being the amount allowable by the laws of Mis- 
sissippi. It is true, in 1803, by the act providing 
for the sale of lands south of the State of Tennes- 
see, the sixteenth section of each township was 
allotted for the support of schools. 
er that in case the sixteenth section was 
eld by a claimant having a lawful right there, 
then the sixteenth section should not thus be ap- 
plied to the support of schools. 

In a letter which I have received from the Com- 


missioner of the Land Office, he says that he can- || 


not state fully the facts in regard to his case, for 
the reason that in 1814, when the British invaded 
this country, the papers were destroyed by fire. 
All the facts cannot, therefore, be stated; but there 
is no doubt that Mr. Whitehead was in possession 
of this sixteenth section, and under a right to it by 
preémption, and as the law then stood, this town- 
ship could not obtain its sixteenth section. But 
what was doneafterwards? W hy, in 1826 Congress 
passed a law fully providing for all such cases, 
and giving to the Secretary of the Treasury power 
not only to select fram that township, if he chose 
to do so, but from any lands in the district in 
which the township is situated, lands in place of 
the sixteenth section. 
atthis day. The Secretary, on being applied to, 
could set apart lands for the use of this academy, 
and he reports that the existing law is perfectly 
adequate to the relief which these parties desire, 
unless you choose to give them money instead of 
land. They have waited for twenty years. They 
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they applied for a special act on the subject, 
| What is that act? I will not take time to read it, 
though I have it before me. It provided that a 
person appointed by the courts should be author- 
ized to select lands anywhere in the State for this 
school, in lieu of the sixteenth section. There was 
ample authority given by that act for the selection 
of the land. his is the act: 


* That one section of public land subject to private entry 
and sale, in the State of Mississippi, be located for the use 
and benefit of the schoo! in Lawrence county, in said State, 
in lieu of the sixteenth section sold and patented to William 
W hitehead.”’ 


Further than that, it authorized 
** Any person appointed by order of the probate court in 
and for the county of Lawrence, be and he is hereby author 
ized to select said quantity of land for the purposeg above 
mentiened.’’ 
That is the act of 1831. The first section of the 
/ act of 1826 makes provision for furnishing lands in 
all cases where the sixteenth sections have not 
been enjoyed. The second section provides that 
the aforesaid tracts of land shall be selected by the 
Secretary of the Treasury out of any unappropri- 
ated public lands within the township or within 
the land district, and when so selected shall be held 
on the same terms, for the support of schools in 
such township as section No. 16 is or may be held 


| in the State where such township shall be situated. 


The letter of the Commissioner of the Land Office, 
on this subject, states explicitly that that act gives 
full and adequate remedy to these parties. They 
havearighttoapply to him to have other land in lieu 


| of the sixteenth section, in the township of Monti- 
| cello, and that they may go anywhere in that land 


That act also | 


That law remains in force | 


district for such selection; they have, therefore, a 
wider range for selection than they would have if 
they were confined to the township in which the 
/ academy is located. Why, then, when there is a 
full and perfect remedy for this academy, will you 
go forward and ask for further legislation on the 
subject? 
| But, sir, I turn now to the question for decision 


| 


|| by the House, and that is, whether the Committee 
on Public Lands or the Committee on Private Land | 


Claims ought to investigate this subject. During 


sented by the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 


|| Brown] on the 26th of July, and referred to the 


| Committee on Private Land Claims. Immediately 
afterwards, a letter was sent by me to the Com- 
missioner of the Land Office for information upon 
| the subject. That letter was answered on the 
17th of August, and on the 19th of August I sub- 
mitted to the committee an adverse report upon 
| this claim, showing that there was no aaa of 
| legislation upon the subject. I do not charge the 
gentleman from Mississippi with any knowledge 
of this, for I am satisfied that he would not so 
overstep the bounds of courtesy as to ask that 
the Committee on Private Land Claims should be 
discharged from the further consideration of this 
| petition had he known that a report had been 
drawn up by that committee adverse to the claim. 
But, sir, as you well know, and as the House well 
knows, the Committee on Private Land Claims 
| have not been called for reports since early last 
session, and have had no opportunity to report 
from that time to this. These papers have there- 
| fore remained in my drawer. I am ready to make 
an adverse report upon this claim whenever I am 
called upon to report at all. 
| What, I ask the House, is the duty of the Com- 
| mittee on Private Land Claims? Is it not to ex- 
amine just such cases as this? And after they 
had gone forward and collected all the facts and all 
| the intelligence upon the subject, and prepared a 
| report upon it, is it right, is it proper, that this 
House should thus take a case from that com- 
mittee and send it to the Committee on Public 
| Lands, which has nothing to do with the subject? 
| I submit that question to the House. Is it right, 
is it proper, is it expedient, after one committee 
| has fully investigated a subject, to take the case 
|| from before them and refer it to another commit- 


have not applied for land to be set aside for the || tee to investigate the matter anew? W hat is the 
use of this academy at all. It is true that in 1831. \) Committee on Private Land Claims to do? Is it not 


25 


the last session of Congress this petition was pre- | 
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to listen to private applications with reference to 
land? What is the Committee on Public Lands 
todo? Their duty is to take care of the public 
domaim, to provide for its survey and sale, and 
adopt such other measures relating thereto as the 
public exigency requires. 

But when a party applies for the satisfaction of 
a private land claim, why should it go to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands? If the Committee on 
Private Land Claims had been derelict of duty— 
if they had omitted to act upon this claim—then 
[ should be perfectly willing that it should be 
taken out of their hands and passed over to another 
committee. But the honorable gentleman from 
Mississippi came forward on Thuraday last—when 
1 happened not to be in my seat—and made this 
motion without any application to the committee 
or any notice to us. I heard of it the next day, 
and I then submitted the motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the transfer was ordered to be 
made to the Committee on Public Lands. I 
charge my friend from Mississippi: with nothing 
improper. I am satisfied that he would have 
given us notice beforehand that he intended to 
make that motion had it occurred to him that it 
was proper for him todo so. But it is so plain 
that this is a suitable and proper case for the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, and as they have 
already investigated the subject, | hope the House 
will agree to the motion to reconsider, and allow 
this case to be reported on by the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, whenever that committee 
shall be reached. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I have no in- 
tention to detain the House upon this littl matter, 
which | think the gentleman from New York has 
magnified into a great deal more importance than 
really belongs to it. When I made the motion to 
withdraw these papers from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims and refer them to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, I certainly did not con- 
template any injustice to the honorable gentleman 
from New York, or to the committee of which he 
is the chairman. He is mistaken in supposing 
that I did not make inquiries as to what progress 
had been made in the investigation of this case 
before his committee. Not being able to find the 
gentleman himself, | asked one or two other mem- 
bers of the committee, but they could give me no 
intelligence with regard to it. I found that the 
Committee on Public Lands were engaged in the 
investigation of cases precisely like this, and think- 
ing it would economize time to embrace all of them 
in one proposition, I chose to withdraw these 
papers from the Committee on Private Land Claims 
and to submit them to the Committee on Public 
Lands. It was for that and for no other reason. 

Mr. JENKINS. Does the gentleman think that 
where there are some half a dozen persons having 
each individual and distinct private land claims, 
it is appropriate to send them to the Committee 
on Public Leads to be reported upon in a general 
bill, so that the Committee on Private Land Claims 
shall have nothing to do with the matter ? 

Mr. BROWN. 1 was simply speaking of the 
facts as they exist, that the Committee on Public 
Lands had several of these cases under investiga- 
tion; and believing, as I said before, that it would 
economize time and labor to provide for them 
all in one proposition, I for that reason, and for 
that alone, asked to withdraw these papers from 
the Committee on Private Land Claims and to 
submit them to the Committee on Public Lands, 
having scme reason to believe at that time, that 
no progress had been made in the investigation of 
the cause. I repeat, that though I did not see the 
gentleman from New York, | saw other members 
of the committee. My collegue from the first 
district [Mr. Nasens] will bear witness that I 
called upon him, but he could not tell me what had 
been done. He afterwards told me that the case 
had been placed in the hands of the gentleman from 
New York. This, however, wasafterl had made 
my motion, and after the House had sustained it. 
I can assure the honorable gentleman and the 
committee, that in making this movement, I in- 


| tended to cast no reflection upon the industry, ca- 
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yacity, or business qualifications of the committee. 

Bir, { do not understand the facts of this case pre- 
cisely as my friend from New York does. i know 
not what correspondence he may have had with 
the Land Office in regard to this subject. 

Mr. JENKINS. Here is the letter to which 
IT alluded. Itis short. I ask the honorable gen- 
tleman to have it read. 

Mr. BROWN. Ilknow pretty well what it is; 
{ have one myself similar to it. 

This sixteenth section belonged clearly to the 
citizens residing in the township where it lies. It 
was theirs beyond all question or dispute. But 
what did the Government do? They sold the land 
to a private individual, received the money for it, 
and put it into the Treasury, more than forty 
yearsago. Well, what does the Commissioner of 
the Land Office say? He says, that about the 
year 1814, the records relating to the ownership 
of this section were burned by the British; and 
he supposes the case to have been, that the person 
to whom the Government sold the lands occupied 
it at the time the grant was made to the citizens 
of the township, and that, having this priority of 
interest, the Government was compelled to allow 
him to perfect his title by purchase. He supposes 
this right of priority! He supposes! Whrat right 
has he to suppose any such thing? He gives no 
reason for any such supposition. He simply sup- 
poses itisso. Why, the supposition of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office does not in 
any way affect the legal right of the parties con- 
cerned. ‘l'hese parties acquired their rights under 
the act of 1803; yet afterwards, in the year 1512, 
the Government sold the lands to a private indi- 
vidual, and received the money for it. 

Now, what do they ask Congress todo? They 
ask that you will either refund the money you 
have received for the land, or give them otherlands 
in place of that you have sold; and are you going 
to refuse to do it? The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Jenkins] says that by the act of 1826 
these parties would have been entitled to anothar 
section of land, but they did not choose to take it 
in the way which Congress proposed to give it. 
Well, sir, what does that act provide for? It 
provides that the Secretary of the Treasury may 
locate other land, in all cases like the one under 
consideration. The people of this township did 
not choose to have land located for them in tihs 
way. The Secretary of the Treasury knew noth- 
ing of their interests, and cared less. If called 
upon, he no doubt would locate a section of land, 
and he would do it at random. When the people 
come to look after it, very likely they would find 
it in a swamp, or on some poor ridge, and not 
worth a dollar. ‘These parties did not choose to 
have their rights trifled with in this way, and 
would not accept the offer made in the act of 1826. 
If you pretend to give them land in place of that 
which was illegally taken from them in 1812 and 
sold, you certainly ought to allow them to locate 
it themselves. 

Mr. JENKINS, (interrupting.) I think the 
gentleman and [ misunderstand each other. The 
statute of 1803, to which he has alluded, provided 
that where this sixteenth section was occupied by 
a person having claim upon it, this land was not 
setapart. And what was the result? Why, these 
parties were left without any selection at all by the 
act of 1826, which act related, not to the State of 
Mississippi alone, but to the whole United States. 
Now, down to this day, when this sixteenth sec- 
tion of land is claimed by some other person hav- 
ing a right to it, they get their land under this act 
of 1826. I see no reason for this special act. 

Mr. BROWN. There is no misunderstanding 
at all. The gentleman has assumed as true that 
which the Commissioner of the Genera! Land Office 
only supposes, that this section of land in 1803 was 
occupied by the person who subsequently bought 
and paid for it. I deny. the fact, and call for the 
proof. My constituents insist that it was not oc- 
cupied, but that it was sold in derogation of their 
rights, and that the Government received the money 
for it. 

Mr. JENKINS. The petition does not allege 
that such was the fact. 

Mr. BROWN. That precise point may not 
have been raised. But they assert their right to 
the land in positive terms, under the act of 1803, 
and their assertion is inconsistent with the idea 
that it was occupied—occupancy under the act of 
1803 carried with ita right of preémption. But 


if the gentleman will allow me to state my case, I 
will be obliged to him. 

{ was saying that the people in that vicinity— 
in that township, were not willing that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, about whom they knew 
noihing personally,and who could have no partic- 


ularregard for their interest, should locate a section | 


of land for them, in place of that which had been 
taken from them and sold. They did not think 


proper to take any section the Secretary might ! 


think proper to locate in their name. He might 


locate it in some remote corner of the country, | 


where it would cost more to look after than it was 
worth. Can you blame people for not parting with 
valuable possessions under their eyes, and take the 
doubtful chances of being remunerated in the way 
proposed? 

But, sir, you have sold the land and got the 
money for it, and now my people ask that you 
will either refund the money or authorize them to 
locate another section of land. 1s there anything 
unreasonable in that? Isit notthe very least they 
can ask? ‘They know their legal rights. They 
know thatthey can, by bringing an act of ejectment, 
expel the present occupants from the land. You 
had no right to sell it in derogation of their rights. 
But they do not choose to resort to that extreme 
remedy. They look to Congress for justice. Shall 
they look in vain? ‘That is the question. 

Now for the act of 1831. It seems that six years 
after the passage of the act of 1826, Congress had 
this subject under consideration, and came to the 
conclusion that injustice had been done to these 
parties. And notwithstanding the existence of the 
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act of 1826, they passed a special act authorizing | 


the location of a section of land in lieu of this six- 


teenth; but by a singular mistake, they author- | 
ized its location for the benefit of the schools of | 


Lawrence county. ‘This special grant under this 
act of 1831, was not, as you perceive, confined to 


the township to which the sixteenth section prop- | 


erly belonged, butit was made to the whole of Law- 
rence county, including some forty townships or 
more. It would therefore have to be divided be- 
tween forty or fifty townships. It was giving to 
fifty what only belonged to one. This was never 
asked. What we ask is this: that you will either 
refund the money you have received for this land, 
with the interest since it was sold, some forty 
years ago, or else that you will allow the parties 
interested to locate another section in smal! sub- 
divisions of, say eighth or fourth of a section, 
wherever they may be found unoccupied and of 
suitable quantity. We make the proposition for 
subdivisions, because, at this late day, the public 
lands have been culled and picked until a solid 
section is not to be found worth having. 
for small lots of, say eighths of a section, or quar- 
ter sections, so that putting them together, a sec- 
tion may be made out that will be worth some- 
thing. 


man from New York, (Mr. Jenkis,] that the 
withdrawal of this case from his committee was 
discourteous or unkind, I take occasion to report 
again what I said before; and I hope it may be re- 
membered, for | mean to move, before I sit down, 


Now, to return to the complaint of the gentle- 


Weask | 


to lay the gentleman’s motion to reconsider upon | 
the table—that I intend to do no injustice to him | 


or to his committee. 
one. 
already has a number of similar propositions under 
consideration, should also have this. 


I intended no slight to and 


I simply desired that the committee, which | 


1 hoped | 


they might report them all in one bill, or, more | 


properly speaking, provide for them ail in one 
bill. I wanted this done for the purpose of saving 
time, and economizing the labor of the House. 
That was my object, and it was my only object. 
I move to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
not agreed to. 

‘The question then recurred upon the motion to 
reconsider; and, being taken, it was agreed to. 

So the vote by which the bill was taken from 


the Committee on Private Land Claims and re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Public Lands was 


| reconsidered. 


The question then recurred upon the motion to 
discharge the Committee on Private Land Claims 
from the further. consideration of the bill. 

Mr. JENKINS. 
tition was originally referred to the Committee on 


| Private Land Claims. 


I would remark that the pe- | 
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The SPEAKER. The bill is stil] before 
committee, the vote by which they were discharoes 
from its further consideration having been a 
sidered. The motion is now pending to w ; 
the papers in the case from that committe 

Mr. JENKINS. I move to lay that 
upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


GENERAL ROBERT ARMSTRONG. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I am instructed 
by the Committee on Invalid Pensions to ask 4), 
unanimous consent of the House to take fr a 
Speaker’s table, Senate bill No. 193, for the na 
lief of Robert Armstrong. If the House wii) iy. 
dulge me in having a short extract from a lett. 
of General Jackson read, I am sure there will },, 
no objection. 

Mr. ALLISON. I object. 

Mr. HARRIS. I hope the House will at Jone 
allow the letter to be read. * 

Mr. GOODENOW. I object. 

Mr. HARRIS. I move to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of taking up the bill. It has heen 
before Congress for a long time. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio. I call for the reading of 
the bill. aa 

The bill was then refd through by the Clerk 
information. 

The question now being upon the motion to gus. 
pend the rules, upon a division forty-six rose jy 
the affirmative. 

Mr. HARRIS. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. NcNarr and 
Lockuart were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re. 
ported—ayes 49, noes not counted. 

So (two thirds not voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were not suspended. 


BROWN, RUSSELL AND Co. 
Mr. MILLER. I ask the unanimous consen: 


of the House to take from the Speaker’s table, 





that 


ith ! 
ithGray 
e. 


Motion 


OM the 
in- 


e 


for 


| Senate bill No. 493, for the relief of Brown, Rus- 


sell& Co. It is a case of very great hardship, 
and I should be extremely gratified if the House 
would takeit up and actupon it. The bill is very 
short, and I ask that it be read for information. 
The bill was read through by the Clerk. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I object to its 
being taken up. 
Mr. MILLER. 
for the purpose. 
The question was put; and, upon a division, 


I move to suspend the rules 


|| there were 61 in the affirmative. 


Mr. MILLER. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Witiiams 
and GaYLorRp were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 66, noes not counted. 

So (two thirds not voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were not suspended. 


ABIGAIL STAFFORD. 

Mr. STRATTON. I ask the unanimous cov- 
sent of the House to take from the Speaker's 
table, Senate bill No. 487, for the relief of Mrs 
Abigail Stafford. 

Mr. GOODENOW. I object. 

Mr. STRATTON. I move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. ORR. I hope the bill will be taken up. 
That lady has been waiting here five years. 

The question was taken, and the rules were sus- 


| pended—ayes 95, noes not counted. 


The bill was accordingly taken up and read 4 
first and second time by its title. 

It provides that the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to pay to Mrs. Abigail Stafford $2,{)0!) 
for supplies furnished the army in the revolu- 
tionary war and services rendered by her father, 
Henry Smith, of Massachusetts, to be paid upon 


| principles of justice and equity. 


Mr. STRATTON. 
its passage. 

The SPEAKER. The bill makes an appropr'- 
ation, and under the rules it must be considered 
in the Committee of the Whole House, unless the 
rule requiring it to go there be suspended. 

Mr. STRATTON. I move to suspend the rule 
requiring it to be first considered in the Committee 
of the Whole. 

The question was put, and the rule was sus- 
pended. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time, and having been engrossed, was 
read the third time and passed. 


I move to put the bill upon 


mA dew 
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Mr. STRATTON. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill passed, and to lay the mo- 
on to reconsider upon the table, 

" The question was put, and the latter motion was 


t 


a rreed to. 
: GRANT OF LANDS TO IOWA. 

Mr. CLARK. I hope I may be indulged in 
‘ntroducing a bill, of which previous notice has 
heen given, merely for the purpose of reference. 
It is a bill granting lands to the State of lowa for 
railroad purposes. ; 

There was no objection, and 

Mr. CLARK introduced a bill to grant a certain 
quantity of land to the State of lowa for the pur- 
nese of aiding the said State in the construction 
ofa railroad from Davenport to Council Blugs, on 
the Missouri river; which wss read a first and sec- 
ond time by its title and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask the 
unanimous consent——— 

Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Speaker, what is the 
recular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The call of the States for 
resolutions. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Then! call forthe regular 
order of business. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. The gentleman cannot 
call for the regular order of business while I am 
non the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania has the floor. 
PROCESS IN THE UNITED STATES COURTS. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce and put upon 
its passage ** An act in addition to the several acts 
to rezulate the issuing of process in the courts of 

he United States.’”’ And I claim the indulgence 
of the House to make a few words of explana- 
uon 

Mr. McMULLIN. I object. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. Then I move to sus- 
pend the rules for the purpose of allowing me to 
introduce the bill; and I claim the indulgence of 
this House for a very few minutes while | explain 
it. 

Several Voices. ‘* Order!’ ** Order!”’ 

Mr. McLANAHAN. Lask, then, that this bill 
may be read for the information of the House. 

The Clerk then read the title of the bill as 
above inserted, and was proceeding to read the 
first section of the bill, when 

Mr. ORR inquired: Is it in order to read the 








bill itself before the rules are suspended, and it is 


introduced ? 

Mr. McLANAHAN. Several bills have this 
morning been read for the information of the 
House, under the same circumstances. 

The SPEAKER. The title has been read in 
order to show the character of the bill, but the 
Chair does not think it follows that a gentleman 
has ar ght to have the bill itself read. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. I appeal to the gentle- 
man from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] to withdraw 
his objection, for I feel confident that the provis- 
ions of the bill will meet with the sanction of the 
House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 would ask the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, if this bill author- 
izes a court in any one State to issue a process 
to arrest an individual in another State ? 

Mr. McLANAHAN. If it is not objected to, 
I will with great pleasure answer the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr.McLANAHAN. Upon that I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas aad nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and it was decided in the nega-. 
tive, 

ANN C. BELKNAP. 

Mr. HARPER. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take up Senate bill No. 302, 
granting a pension to the widow of General Bel- 
knap. TI desire to have the bill and report read. 

_ The Clerk then read the title of the bill as fol- 
lows: 

** An act granting a pension to Mrs. Ann C. Belknap.’? 

No objection being made, the bill was taken 
up and read a second time. 
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The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and subsequently it was read the third time and 
passed. 

Mr. HARPER. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider upon the table. 7 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NATHAN WESTON, JR. 


Mr. WASHBURN. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up Senate bill No. 341, 
for the relief of Nathan Weston, jr., late additional 
paymaster in the United States Army. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I move to suspend the 
rules, in order to enable me to make a motion to 
take up the bill, and | ask the consent of the House 
to make a very brief statement. 

Mr. HARRIS. I object. 

The House was then divided on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and there were—71 in the af- 
firmative; when 

Mr. WASHBURN ealled for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. GayLorp and 
McNair were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 95, noes 36. 

So the rules were suspended; and 

On motion by Mr. WASHBURN, the House 
took up for consideration the bill above indicated. 

The SPEAKER. The bill makes an appropri- 
ation of money. 

Mr. WASHBURN. 1 move that the rule, 
which requires that bills making appropriations 
of money shall go to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, be suspended. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The bill was then read a first and second time 
by its title, and ordered to a third reading, and it 
was subsequently read a third time and passed. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and also move 
to lay the motian to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


FRANCES P. GARDINER. 


Mr. GORMAN. lLask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report back, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, Senate bill No. 150, entitled 
** An act for the relief of Frances P. Gardiner,’’ 
with an amendment. [t is a bill for a pension, 
and has been pending a long time. 

No objection was made, and the bill was reported 
with an amendment. 

The amendment to the bill was to change the 
time of the continuance of the pension from ‘‘ five 
years’’ to the term of her ‘‘ natural life;’’ and to 
strike out *‘ fifty,”’ and insert ** forty.’’ 

The question was first taken upon the adoption 
of the amendment, and it was agreed to. 

The question then recurring on ordering the bill 
to be read a third time, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If there is a report 
in the case, I ask that it may be read. 

Mr.GORMAN. The billhas passed the Senate 
once or twice, and has been also passed by this 
House two or three times. It is for the relief of 
the widow of the same Captain Gardiner who was 
killed in the Dade massacre, in Florida. He was 
sent there against his own will, and when almost 
certain death was pending. In that massacre, 
every human being but three were killed by the 
Indians. The bill proposes to put the widow upon 


| the same footing as the widows of others who were 


killed in the same massacre. 

I ask for the reading of the bill as amended. 

The bill was accordingly read. 

The question then being on ordering the bill to 
a third reading, it was agreed to. 

The bill was subsequently read a third time and 
passed. 

PATENT OFFICE REPORTS. 


Mr. CARTTER. Il ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report a bill which I send to the 
Clerk’s desk. The bill will explain itself, and I 
hope the House will give their attention. 

The bill was then read, as follows: 

An Act to regulate the report of the Patent Office, and 
providing for additional officers therein. 

Seo. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep 
resentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Commissioner of the Patent Office 
shall cause to be prepared a general analytical and descrip- 
tive index or digest of all such discoveries, patented under 
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act or acts of Congress, as he shall deem important to be 
made known and published, and of all sach discoveries and 
inventions made in this country as tend to illustrate those 
so patented as aforesaid; to be accompanied with such 
proper drawings as are requisite for understanding the same: 
shall from time to time publish such portions thereof as are 
sufficiently prepared for that purpose, and distribute and 
sell the same as in bis judgment will be best for the public 
interests; and shall report the whole, when compieted, te 
Congress. And the net proceeds of the sales hereby author- 
ized shall be accounted for by him and credited to the patent 
fund. 

Sec. 2. nd de it further enacted, That in lieu of the 
list of iuventions and claims heretofore centained in the 
annual report of the Commissioner of Patents, he shall cause 
to be prepared and embraced in bis annual report, short in- 
telligible descriptions of the severat inventions and discov- 
eres patented during the year, accompanied with such 
drawings as are necessary for understanding the same, and 
an analytical and alphabetical index of the same, according 
to the subjects. 

Sec. 3. sind be i& further enacted, That one compiler, 
with the annual salary of twenty-five hundred dollars ; one 
assistant compiler, with an annual salary of fifteen hun- 
dred dollars; and one engraver, with an annual salary of 
twelve hundred and fifty dollars; and one additional ex- 
aminer and assistant examiner, to be paid ike those now 
employed in the Patent Office, shall be appointed in the 
manner provided in the second section of the act approved 
Juiy 4th, 1836, entitled “ An act to promote the progress of 
the useful arts, and to repeal all acts and parts of acts here- 
tofore made for that purpose.”’ 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Commis 
sioner of Patents is hereby authorized to draw upon the 
patent fund from time to time for such sume as shall be 
necessary to carry into effect the provisions of this act, and 
they are hereby appropriated for that purpose. 


Mr. CARTTER. Theexplanation of that bill 
which I desire to give is this: The bill proposes 
to do what is not done at present in the Patent 
Office. It proposes to make an intelligible mechan- 
ical report of the transactions of that office. Every 
gentleman upon this floor is aware of the fact, that 
the contents of the mechanical report of the office 
are now unintelligible, for the want of any me- 
chanical description of the patents issued in the 
office, which is the great design of the report it- 
self. This bill proposes to remedy that difficulty, 
by furnishing an outline draft, which will occupy 


i 


_the labor of an engraver provided for in the bill, 


and who is to be paid $1,200 to make it an intel- 
ligible report. It proposes to pay the additional 
cost out of the patent fund, which ought to be 
dedicated to the purpose. It does not propose 
to draw anything from the general Treasury. 
These are the main features of the bill. It has 
been under consideration by the Committee on 
Patents for more than eight months, but we have 
been unable to find an opportunity to report it be- 
fore. The object in putting itthrough this session 
is, that the nextcopy of the Patent Office Report 
may be made intelligible. 

Mr. JONES of Tennessee. 
read a second time. 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. JONES. I move that it be referred to the 
Committee of theWhole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HALL. It makes an appropriation, and 
must be so referred. 

Mr. CARTTER. It makes no appropriation 
such as contemplated by therule. It requires that 
the officers be paid out of the patent fund. 

Mr. HALL. I will not ask for the reading of 
the last section. 

Section 4th was then read as follows: 

‘“< Be it further enacted, That the Commissioner of Pat 
authorized to draw upon the patent fund 
from time for such sums as shall be necessary to 
earry into effect the provisions of this act, and which are 
hereby appropriated for that purpose.*’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That last section 
making an appropriation would require the bill to 
zo to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. There is rather an important principle 
contained in that bill, and notwithstanding it has 
been in the Committee on Patents under consider- 
ation eight months, this House has not had it 
before them until some few minutes since. Atthe 
best, it is a very dangerous mode of legislation to 
report bills, and to pass them as soon as reported. 
I move that it be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CARTTER. I hope my friend will with- 
draw his objection to this bill. The only danger- 
ous feature of that bill is this: That you permit 
the mechanics of this nation to know what is 
transacting by the Department of this Govern- 
ment sustained by contributions from their own 
pockets. That is all the danger involved in the 
bill. There is not a single gentleman upon the 
committee who would hazard the success of a single 
project in connection with the Patent Office, by 
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inserting any provision in it which would draw a 
dollar from the general ‘Freasury. We consider 
burselves, as long as*that office is defectively 
represented before the public, as it is In this miser- 
able mockery of the publication of its transac- 
tions, in duty bound to dedicate its own treasury 
to the publication of its own transactions. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Jones] supposes that this bill con- 
tains an appropriation as understood by the rules. 
The Chair differs with the gentleman. It does 
not appropriate money out.of the general Treas- 
ury, as the Chair understands it. It is not neces- 
sary, therefore, that it shall be referred. 

Mr. JONES. Where does it come from? 

The SPEAKER. It sets apart a portion of the 
Patent Office fund already provided for by law. 

Mr. JONES. That fund is in the Treasury of 
the United States. But, waiving that question, I 
de not know, nor can the gentleman tell us, what 
will be the cost of the engraving of all these mod- 
els which are brought into that office. It is a very 
popular doctrine, and a very common one here, 
that when anything desirable is to be done, it 
should be paid out of a particular fund. A few 
years ago, when all the postages were to be re- 


duced, the Post Office was to defray the expense | 


through the augmented correspondence of the 
country. 

Mr. CARTTER. Did not the very bill to 
which you allude provide for meeting the expense 
out of the general Treasury ? 

Mr. JONES. 
deficiency, while the thing was getting under way. 
Notwithstanding that temporary deficiency, we are 
now called upon by the Department to appropriate 
an additional $500,000 out of the Treasury, to 
meet the deficiency of the current year ending the 
30th of June. We are further called upon by the 
Post Office Department, to appropriate $1,800,000 
out of the Treasury, to meet the anticipated defi- 
ciency in the revenues of the Post Office Depart- 
ment for the next year. Suppose there were not 
sufficient funds in the Patent Office to meet the 
expenses which are contemplated by this bill, 
then Congress would have to foot the bill. Would 
gentlemen pretend that this would not be the argu- 
ment? Does not the gentleman know that it is cer- 
tain, if you impose burdens upon it beyond its 
ability to meet them, the expense must of necessity 
come out of the Treasury of the United States? I 
do not know that I shall be opposed to the bill 
when I shall understand all of its provisions, and 
have had time to examine it; but not understand- 
ing it at present, I wish to refer it, and I hope 
that the House will do so. 

Mr. CARTTER. The bill provides for paying 
an engraver a salary of $1,200 out of the Patent 
Office fund. I think it will be time enough, when 
we have overreached that fund, and run into illim- 
itable expenses to provide against it. I am will- 
ing, however, to rest the bill with the House. 
Every member here can appreciate the necessity 
of its passage, and with a view of putting an end 


Yes, sir, to meet a temporary | 


to the discussion, I will call for the previous ques- | 


tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
maih question ordered. . 

The question recurring first upon Mr. Jones’s 
motion to refer the bill, it was taken and decided 
in the negative. 

The bill was then ordered toebe engrossed and 
read a third time, and having been engrossed, it 
was read a third time. 

The question now being, ‘* Shall the bill pass ?”” 

Mr. STU A RT demanded the previous question; 
which was seconded, and the main question or- 
dered to be put. 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 

assed. 

Mr. CARTTER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was p&ssed, and to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider upon the table; which latter mo- 
tion was agreed to. 


COMPENSATION OF THE REPORTERS. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to submit the follow- 
ing resolution, regulating the Reporters of the 
House, which I suppose will meet the approba- 
tion of members when read. 
The resolution was then read, as follows: 


Resolved, That from the commencement of the present 
session of Congress, and hereafter, there be paid out of the 
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contingent fund of the House, to the chief Reporter for the 
Congressional Globe, the sum of eighteen hundred dollars 
($1,800) per annum, and to each of his associate Report- 
ers, not to exceed six in number, the sum of sixteen hun- 
dred dollars ($1,600) per annum: Provided, That the sum 
of seven dollars and fifty cents per column, now paid to 


John C. Rives, for reporting and publishing the debates of || 


this House, be, and the same hereby is reduced to four dol- 
lars per column. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I move that the rules be 
suspended for the purpose. 

Mr. JONES. | demand the yeas and nays upon 
that motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. CLARK demanded tellers upon the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered; and Messrs. Da- 
vis of Indiana, and Wiicox were appointed. 

The House was divided, and the tellers reported 
only 21 in the affirmative. So the yeas and nays 
were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and on a division, there were 
—ayes 81, noes 42. 

There not being two thirds voting in the affirm- 
ative, the rules were not suspended. 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 

Mr. STUART. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to submit a resolution, setting apart 
Tuesday and W ednesday, the 8th and 9th of Feb- 
ruary, for the consideration of territorial business. 

Mr. EVANS. I object. 

Mr. STUART. Then I move to suspend the 
rules, so as to enable me to introduce it. 

Several Mempers. What is your proposition ? 

Mr. STUART. 
Tuesday and Wednesday, the 8th and 9th of 


February, to the consideration of Territorial busi- | 


ness. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
to the gentleman to modify his resolution so as to 
say Monday and Tuesday, the 7th and 8th of 
February. 
Many Mempers. 
Mr. STUART. 


tion. 


That would be better. 
I will accept of that modifica- 


The question was then put; and two thirds | 
voting in the affirmative, the rules were suspended. | 


The question recurred on the adoption of the 
resolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that the gen- 
tleman has made itread Monday and Tuesday. 

Mr. STUART. 
modification. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
change the resolution now, after we have suspend- 
ed the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman modified his 
resolution before the rules were suspended. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then I shall vote against it, 
for one. 
can suspend the rules in place of the Monday 


which is to be devoted to territorial business. 
The SPEAKER. 


order. It will require a vote of two thirds. 
Mr. FICKLIN. Is it in order to move to 
amend the resolution so as to set apart the two 


following days for the business of the District of 


Columbia? 

The SPEAKER. 
imous consent. 

Mr. STUART. 
tion on the resolution. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
to move to amend the resolution by substituting 
W ednesday, the 9th of February, for Monday, the 
7th? 

The SPEAKER. 
the previous question has been demanded. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Will it be in order if the 
previous question is not seconded ? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 


question will be voted down. 


The question was then put, and the previous | 


question was not seconded. 


Mr. STUART. Ihave no objection that the 


resolution should be amended as the gentleman | 
: I modified it at the re- | 
quest of a number of gentlemen around me. 


from Arkansas suggests. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Very well, sir. I move to 


amend the resolution by striking out Monday, the | 


7th, and inserting Wednesday, the 9th. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


y 


It is simply to appropriate | 


1 would suggest | 


Yes, I have accepted that | 


It is too late to | 


It provides us with no day on which we | 


It is for the House to de- || 
termine whether or not they will make the special | 


It can only bedone by unan- | 
I demand the previous ques- | 


Is it in order | 


It is not in order, because | 


Then I hope the previous | 






dan. 24, 


The question was then put upon the resolutio, 
as amended, and (two thirds voting in the affirm. 
ative) it was agreed to. 


HEIR OF JOHN DE NEUFVILLE AND SON, 

Mr. DUNHAM. lask the unanimous congey, 
of the House to take up from the Speaker’s tabje. 
joint resolution of the Senate No. 51, “ for the my 
lief of the heirs of John De Neufville & Son.” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Then I move to suspend the 
rules for the purpose of taking it up; and [ wil} 
say that I should be very glad to have the resoly. 
tion taken up, if for no other purpose than to have 
| it referred to a Committee of the Whole House 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would ask the 
gentleman from Indiana if a bill was not passed 
during the last Congress to pay this very claim? 

[Shouts of * Order!’’} 

The SPEAKER. Discussion is not in order. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Dry. 
HAM’s motion, and (two thirds not voting in the 
affirmative) it was not agreed to. 

So the rules were not suspended. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I move -that the rules be 

suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The question was put; and on a division there 
were—ayes 63, noes 83. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 


JOHN W. QUINNEY. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to have taken up and 
put upon its passage Senate bill No. 371, “to 
confer on John W. Quinney, a member of the 
Stockbridge tribe of Indians, the rights of citizen- 
ship of the United States, and for other purposes.” 

There being no objection, the bill was taken 
from the Speaker’s table and read a first and sec- 
ond time by its title. 

Several Memsers. Read the bill. 

The Clerk read the bill through. 

Mr. JOHNSON. That is a long bill, and as 
the House may not have fully understood it from 
the reading, I will briefly state the substance of it, 
It gives to this old Indian the rights of citizenship 
amongst us, so that he may be protected by our 
laws and be able to resort to them. In the next 

lace, it enables him to retain the land upon whieh 
fe has lived. The United States have, for the 
third or fourth time, bought out his tribe to start 
them further west again, and he is unwilling to 
leave the place where he now lives. He is agood, 
| honest, intelligent, and educated old man, and he 
| has been one of the great means of bringing his 
tribe forward to a state of civilization, and they are 
notoriously among the best of the Indian tribes 
We have seen this old man walking up and down 
the streets here for the last twelve or eighteen 
\} months, with too much modesty—a virtue but 
| seldom possessed nowadays—to speak to the men- 
bers of this House with regard to his case, except 
to one or two. 

Mr. MILLSON. Will the gentleman yield me 
the floor for a moment? 

Mr. JOHNSON. No, sir; I shall not give the 
gentleman a chance to make a constitutional 
speech if I can help it. [Laughter.] The bill also 
provides that the old man shall be allowed to re- 
ceive so much out of the annuities due to his tribe 
as the headmen and chiefs of that tribe shall say 
he is entitled to, and no more. These are the en- 
tire provisions of the bill, and to avoid a constitu- 
tional speech about these matters, and believing 
that we can do what the Senate have done—and 
they have passed this bill—l move the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be now put. _ 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, 
and was subsequently read the third time. 

(Here a message was received from the Prest- 
dent of the United States, by the hands of Mu- 
LarD P. Fitimore, Esq., his Private Secretary, 
announcing that he had approved and signed sun 
dry bills: also a communication in writing.] 

Mr. JOHNSON. Is the previous question ex- 
hausted ? 
| TheSPEAKER. It is. ; 

4 Mr. JOHNSON. I call for the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question received a second, 
the main question was ordered to be put. 
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The question now was, ‘ Shall the bill pass?’’ Mr. SACKETT. I move to suspend the rules 
Mr. MOREHEAD. I call forthe yeas and || forthe purpose of going to the private business 
; upon the Speaker’s table. 

The question was taken, and the rules were sus- 
pended—ayes 105, noes not counted. 

Mr. SACKETT. [now move that the House 
proceed to dispose of such private bills upon the 
Speaker’s table as shall give rise to no debate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The following Senate bills and joint resolutions 
were then taken from the Speaker’s table, sever- 
ally read a first and second time by their titles, and 


a ORR. The bill is unconstitutional, and | 


ought not to be passed. I move that it be laid 
ypor the table; and upon that motion [ call for the 
reas and nays. 
Mr. SWEETSER. 
yeas and nays. 
’ Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Witcox and 
HeNpRIcKs were appointed. 
The House was then divided on the demand for 7 
the yeas and nays, and the tellers reported ayes opens of as indicated below: 
33, noes 69; no quorum voting. An act (No. 331 ) confirming the claim of the 
The SPEAKER. If it be the pleasure of the |, heirs of Joseph Thompson, senior, deceased, to a 
House, the Chair will proceed to ascertain whether || tract of land in Miss ure. Referred to the Com- 
there is a quorum present. mittee on Private Land Claims. 
There being no objection, the Speaker proceeded A resolution (No. 16) for the relief of Alexan- 
to count the House, and announced that 160 mem- | der Y. P. Garnett. 
bers were in their places. Mr. BOCOCK. Is it in order to move to put 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. In order to| the resolution upon its passage? It is a simple 
obviate all difficulty. in the matter, I will strike out || resolution. a 
that portion of the bill which provides for his nat- The SPEAKER. if there be objection, the 
uralization, to which many gentlemen seem to || Chair must decide that it is not in order. 
raise objection. Mr. BOCOCK. ‘Then I move to refer it toa 
Mr. ORR. With that understanding I will || Committee of the Whole House. 
withdraw the motion to lay the bill upon the The motion was agreed to, and the resolution 
table. || so referred. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I now move to amend the | A resolution (No. 32) for supplying arms to the 
bill by striking out the following clause: Washington Yagers and the Washington Boon 
“That from and after the passage of this act, John W. || Riflemen, in the District of Columbia. Referred 
Quinney, @ member of the Stockbridge tribe of Indians, shall || to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
be deemed, from that time and thereafter, a citizen of the A resolution (No. 19) for the relief of the heirs 


Nnited States to all intents and purposes. He shall be en in Sa fice . 
titled to all the rights, privileges, and immunities of such of David ¢ orde rey. lKeferred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 


citizens generally, ia ail such respects, and subject to the ! : 
An act (No. 187) for the relief of George G. 


laws of the United States, and of the State of Wisconsin, 
: . ‘ 2 1 eifien , Stnte %? ‘ ss : 

in the same manner as other citizens of that State. Bishop and the legal representatives of John Ar- 
nold, deceased. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I wish it to go upon the rec- | Mr. CARTTER. I! hope the House will allow 
this bill to be put upon its passage. 


ord that I have stricken out this provision, not as 

a reflection upon this old man, but from the fact Objection was made, and the bill was referred 

that the House entertains constituuonal scruples || to a Committee of the Whole House, made the 

relative to it. order of the day for to-morrow, and ordered to be 
| printed. 


The bill was then passed. 
The title of the bill was then read, as follows: An act (No. 194) for the relief of Jacob Young. 
<< Aw act to conferepon Jun W. Quinney; a member of | Referred to a Committee of the Whole House. 

the Stockbridge tribe of Indians, the rights of citizenship An act (No. 195) for the relief of Margaret Far- 

of the United States, and for other purposes.” | rar. Referred to a Committee of the Whole House. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I move to amend the title so Anact (No. 196) authorizing the legal ae 
atives of Antoine Vasquez, Hypolite Vasquez, 


that it will read: | : F 
‘« An act for the relief of John W. Quinney.” Joseph Vasquez, and John Colligan, to enter cer- 
tain lands in Missouri. Referred to the Com- 


The amendment was agreed to, and the title as : : 
amended adopted. mittee on Private Land Claims. 
An act (No. 197) for the relief of the legal rep- 


ENROLLED BILLS. | “- € Martin F ok 
Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- || PERSEAMAEVED GS SRS PONCE. 
Committee on Claims. ° 


rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the fol- | 
lowing bills; which received the signature of the || 
Speaker, viz: 

An act to prohibit public executions in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; 

An act for the relief of the widow and orphan 
children of Colonel William R. McKee, late of || 
Lexington, Kentucky; 

An act to erect at the capital of the nation . 7 
equestrian statue of Washin: ton; || Committee on Naval Affairs. 

eee . ; | Mr. GOODENOW. I will state to the gentle- 

An act for the relief of Charles S. Mathews, | hat the C Nave - 

Charles Wood, and James Hall; and — 7 ; rete: _ Naval Affairs have 

An act to extend the provisions of an act ap- rene a y 2 : e = oe s ae and 
proved the 3d of March, 1847, and an act ap- | ‘Co eae the Whol HH SE a eee 
proved the _ < February, 1849, for the carry- || * Mr. JONES i will a erénb ey steve 
ing into effect the existing compacts with the | Be dein Bell ees . C , 
Seoten dil Aiaheomeatinl Sicaesiont ie palatine, te capone referred to a Committee of the 
the five per cent. fund and school reservations. || Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Irisetomake 

PRIVATE BILLS UPON THE TABLE. an inquiry. I have been trying for a long time 

Mr.SACKETT. I desire to inquire of the | to get the floor for the purpose of reporting a 
Chair whether it is in order “to ‘move to take up | Senate bill from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and refer the private bills upon the Speaker’s table? || for the purpose of having it referred to a Commit- 
I will state to the House that there is no business || tee o” the Whole House. I ask if I may not now 
upon the Private Calendar upon which the House | report it, and let it go along with the bill which 
can act when it again goes into the Committee of | has just been referred ? 
the Whole House. “There are some forty or fifty The SPEAKER. Itcan only be done by unan- 
bills upon the Speaker’s table to which I presume | imous consent. 
there will be no objection. If the House would There was no objection, and 
spend fifteen minutes in referring those on the Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on Naval 
Speaker’s table to the a propriate committees, | Affairs, reported Senate bill No. 7, for the relief 
there would then be amend to do when the House || of the widows and orphans of certain officers and 
again passes to the consideration of private busi- || seamen of the United States brig Washington, 
ness in the Committee of the Whole House. who were lost overboard in a hurricane; which was 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is this debate in order ?, || referred to a Committee of the Whole House. 

The SPEAKER. It is notinorder. It willbe The following Senate bills were then severally 
competent for the House to suspend the rules to 
accomplish the object of the gentleman from New 
York, if he desires to submit that motion. 


I ask for tellers on the | 


Weeks. Referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
An act (No. 234) for the relief of James Glynn. 
Mr. GOODENOW. I moveto refer this bill 

to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to some 
of these bills taking precedence over others upon 
the Private Calendar. I move to refer it to the 


ferred as indicated below, viz: 
An act (No. 238) for the relief of Thompson 





Hutchinson. 


Referred to the | 


An act (No. 203) for the relief of David P. | 


read a first and second time by their titles, and re- | 
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Referred to a Committee of 
W hole House, and ordered to be printed. 

An act (No. 239) for the relief‘of Elizabeth 
Jones and the other children (if any) of John 
Carr. 

Mr. MILLSON. I understand this bill has 
once passed the House and has been reported on 
by the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. | 
therefore move that it be referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

An act (No. 244) for the relief of the heirs of 
the late Major Thomas Noel, United States A rmy. 

Mr. STUART. I move to refer the bill toa 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I desire to know if 
these bills are to ¢6 to a Committee of the Whol 
House without examination ? 

Mr. STUART. Notatall. 

Mr. STANTON. These bills are here 
froin the Senate, and we are referring them to the 
Committee of the Whole Hlouse, where they will 
be placed upon the Private Calendar, and where 
we shall be called to act upon them without any 
information in regard to their merits. 
refer this bill to the Comn 

The question was first taken upon referring to 
a Committee of the Whole House; the mo- 
tion was agreed to 

An act (No. 245) for the relief of Don B. Juan 
Domercq, a Spanish subject. Referred to the 
Committee on Claims. : 

A resolution (No. 34) fer the relief of Isaac Hous 
ton. teferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

An act (No. 407) for the relief of Jim Capers. 

Mr. COBB. If { knew the p! of the 
House as to what motion [ should make that would 
be satisfactory, | would make it. It is a bill for 
the relief of a black negro, but one who served in 
the war of the Revolution. ‘The Senate have passed 
a bill placing him upon the pension roll, and I 
think itis a justone. I move to refer the bill to 
a Committee of the Whole House. His skin is 
black, but we believe he ought to havea pension 
nevertheless. 

The motion was agreed to. 

An act (No. 98) for the relief of Sarah D. Mac- 
kay. Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House. 

An act (No. 176) for the relief of William Bedi 
ent, late a sergeant in the fourth regiment of ar- 
tillery. 

Mr. SACKETT. I moveto refer this bill to a 
Committee of the Whole House 

Mr. JONES. It strikes me, that by referring 
some of these bills to the standing committees of 
the House, and others to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and thus giving them preference in 
our action upon them, we do a great injustice. I 
move to refer it to the Committee on Naval Af 
fairs. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York 
bill will be referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House. Its only chance is in that disposition of 
it. If it be referred to the Committee on Naval! 
Affairs, no opportunity will be aiforded to report 
upon it. 

The question was first taken upon referring to 
a Committee of the Whole House, and 
tion was agreed to. 

An act (Nor 193) for the relief of Robert Arm 
strong. ° 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. That bill has 
been informally before the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and they have unanimously instructed 
me to move to put it upon its passage. If the 
House will indulge me in having read a short 
extract from a letter of General Jackson, I am 
confident there will not be one here to object. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I move, then, 
that the bill be referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House. : 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. POLK. i move that the House do now 
adjourn 

— of ** No!”’ ** Not” * No!" 
to 


the 


sent 


I move to 


" 
ittee on Claims 


and 


enaure 


I hone the 


the mo 


he question was taken, and it was not agreed 


So the House refused to adjourn 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I will ask 
the consent of the House to report a bill from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, for the purpoee of 
having it referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House. 








ooo 


Mr. SMA a. I object: 
The SPEAKER. As there is great difficulty 
with the Clerk in arranging the bills which have 
been transposed from their proper places by gen- 
tlemen look 
the House, they will be read from the Calendar 
of the House, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Are the billsupon 
the Calendar Senate bills ? 

The SPEAKER. They are, and they are reg- 
ularly arranged on the Calendar. 

Mr. JONES. We should save time if we were 
to refer them all to the regular standing commit- 
tees. By referring some of them to Committees 
of the Whole House, we give them precedence 
over all other bills which hawe heretofore come 
frém the Senate, and been referred to the standing 
committees, where they are locked up, for the 
reason that the committees cannot get an oppor- 
tunity to report. 

The next bill on the Calendar coming up in 
order, was Senate bill No. 204, An act for the re- 
hef of Guion & McLaughlin. Referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 

Senate bill No. 207. An act for the relief of 
Theodore E. Elliott. 

A Memser. I move to refer this bill to aCom- 
mittee of the Whole House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I propose to dis- 
cuss that bill, and it will go over under the rule. 

Mr. STUART. The gentleman’s position is 
not taken under the resolution. The question 
whether a bill shall go to one committee or to 
another will not carry a bill over under the reso- 
lution. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution in substance 
certainly was that the House proceed to the pri- 
vate business upon the Speaker’s table and dispose 
of such as do not give rise to debate. Now, if the 


ge 


gentleman proposes to discuss it, how is it possible | 
for the Chair to hold that it can be considered at all? | 
But it cannot be in order to | 
rise and ee toa bill going to a particular com- | 


Mr. STUART. 


mittee, and claim thereby that the bill goes over. 
The SPEAKER. 
discuss the bill. 
Mr. STUART. The resolution under which 
we are acting is to go to the Speaker’s table and 
take up private bills and refer them, and not to 
take up bills which admit of discussion. A bill 


The gentleman proposed to 


may be referred to one or the other committee, | 
and that question may be taken and stated to the | 


House, but the question sha!! not be debated, and 
you cannot put the bill upon its passage. 

The SPEAKER. 
man has a right to discuss the proposition to refer, 
as well as to pass the bill. he Chair does not 


see how he can do otherwise than to pass over a | 


bill, the reference of which the gentleman proposes 
to discuss. 

Mr. ORR. Would it not be in order, when a 
bill is read twice, for the friends of that bill to 
move to refer it to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and upon that demand the previous ques- 


tion? Then it would not be cut off by the propo- | 


sition to debate. 


The SPEAKER. That is a proposition which | 


the Chair will decide when it arises. 

Mr. JONES. That would be a violation of the 
understanding of the House, when we proceeded 
to the private business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I 
journ. 

Cries of ** No!” ** No!’’] 
he question was taken, and there were—ayes 
52, noes 74. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 
The next bill that came up in order was— 


Senate bill No. 208. An act for the relief of Bar- | 


bara Reily. 

Mr. ORR. 
mittee of the Whole House, and upon that I de- 
mand the previous question. 


Tellers were demanded on seconding the demand | 


for the previous question; and they were ordered. 
Messrs. Pox and Carrrer were appointed. 
The House was then divided, and the tellers re- 

ported—ayes 61, noes 24; no quorum voting. 


On motion by Mr. McMULLIN, the House | 


adjourned until to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 





PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 


ing over them, if it is the pleasure of 


Under the rule, the gentle- 


move that the House ad- | 


By Mr. PENN: The petition of A. G. Penn, praying 
te extend preemption rights to unreserved lands, and for 
other purposes 

sy Mr. ALLEN, of Illinois: The petition of Richard 
Deacon and 50 other citizens of Jackson county, Hlinois, 
for a mail route from Murphysborough, Jackson county, H- 
linois, by way of Carbondale, to Marion, in Williamson 
county, Illinois 

sy Mr. KUHNS: The petition of William Greenlee, of 
Westinoreland county, Pennsylvania, praying for relief. 

By Mr. SCUDDER: The petition of Elias Wells and 
others, of Sandwich, Massachusetts, stating thetr views of 
war, and asking that the Governmentin future treaties may 
make provision for referring all national difficulties to um- 
pires, when they cannot be settled by amicable negotiations. 

Also, the peution of widow Susan Worth, stepmother of 
the late General Worth, and mother of the late Captain 
Joseph S. Worth, of the United States Army, stating her 
age and destitute circumstauces, and asking the allowance 
of a pension. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Ohio: The petition and accom- 
panying papers of Robert Lrons, of Logan county, Ohio, 
for a pension for military services from the year 1789 to 
1794, in the Indian wars in Western Virginia. 

By Mr. BABCOCK : The petition of the Mayor and Com- 


mon Couneil of the city of Oswego, praying fora further | 


appropriation to complete the pier at Oswego. 

By Mr. HAWS: ‘The memorial of Chnstian Hansen, of 
New York, proposing to enter into a contract with the Goy 
ernment for carrying the United States mails in steamers 
from the city ot Kiel, or Lubeck, to St. Petersburgh, in 
Russia, so as to conneet with the proposed line to Gluck 
stadt, on the Elbe, and the Bremen line. 

By Mr. CHASTAIN: The memorial of John Langly and 
other Cherokee Indians east, praying Congress for a pro 
rata share of the money due them under the treaty of 1836, 
and for a speedy adjustment of the claims of the Cherokees 
east. 

By Mr. HIBBARD: The memorial of C. Ludwig Rich- 
ter, asking compensation for services rendered by him in 
the casting of the equestrian statue of General Jackson, 
and for other objects specified therein. 


IN SENATE. 


Tuespay, January 25, 1853. 


Prayer by the Rev. James GALLAHER, 

During Executive session yesterday, the Pres- 
IDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate a message 
from the President of the United States, transmuit- 
ting, in reply to a resolution of the Senate, certain 


correspondence on the subject of Central America; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a message from the President, communi- 
cating, in reply to a resolution of the Senate, the 
award of the Prince-President of France in the 
matter of the claim of the United States against 
Portugal, for the loss of the brig General Arm- 
strong; which was ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of War, showing 
the expenses of the national armories, and the 
number of arms and appendages made and re- 
paired thereat during the year ending 30th June, 


1852; which was referred to the Committee on 


Military A ffairs. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. SEWARD. I present the petition of resi- 
dents of New York, praying that Congress may 
take such measures as shall be proper and effective 
to secure to American citizens, residing or travel- 
ing in foreign countries, the enjoyment of the right 
of conscience and public worship, and protection 
in the same, such as is granted and secured by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States to the 
foreigners within the United States; which I ask 
may be referred to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations. 

It was so referred. 


Mr. SEWARD also presented a petition of citi- 
zens of New York and Brooklyn, praying that a 
contract may be made with Christian Hansen for 
the transportation of the United States mails be- 
tween Brooklyn and Gluckstadt, and between Kiel 


sone te alee thetihill oe.» floes \ and St. Petersburg; which was referred to the 


Committeee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of West Troy, 
New York, praying that the bill giving further 
remedies to patentees may become a law; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Vassalboro’, Maine, praying the adop- 
tion of measures for the amicable adjustment of 
international difficulties; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. * 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
of Sandwich, Massachusetts, praying the adoption 
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national difficulties; which was referred to 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Jt NES, of lowa, presented the Petition of 
Henry M. Rice, praying remuneration for i. 
penses incurred in subsisting certain Winnebav, 

: ; : azo 
Indians, and in preventing them from returning to 
the States of Wisconsin and lowa; which WAS re 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 

Mr. HUNTER. I gave notice yesterday that 
I would ask the unanimous consent of the Senate 
this morning to take up, during the morning to 
the bill ‘*to extend the warehousing system jy 
establishing private bonded warehouses and for 
other purposes.” If the Senate shall indulge me 
in this wish, I will pledge myself that if jt vive 
rise to any opposition, I shall willingly lay it 
aside for another time. I hope, however, that 


the 


| will pass through without any opposition, 


Mr. DAVIS. I shall not oppose taking up the 
bill, but I shall feel obliged if the honorable Sep. 
ator would let it lie until to-morrow. 

Mr. HUNTER. I cannot resist the request of 
the Senator from Massachusetts, and I wil! 
sent not to make the motion until to-morrow. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mijj- 
tary Affairs, to which were referred the following 
bills from the House of Representatives, reported 


con- 


| back the same, without amendment: 


An act to provide for the payment of the com- 
panies of Captains Bush, Price, and Suarez, for 


| military services in Florida; and 


An act for the relief of the heirs-at-law of An- 
thony G. Willis, deceased. 

He also, from the same committee, reported a 
bill to provide for raising an additional regiment 
of cavalry; which was read, and passed to the sec- 


ond reading. 


He also, from the same committee, to which 


| was referred the petition of Jarmes D. Cobb, pray- 


ing to be restored to the Army, from which he 
had been dismissed by the sentence of an illegal 
court-martial, and to be allowed arrears of pay, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation thereof; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
were referred various memorials on the subject of 
abolishing the office of chaplain in the public ser- 


| vice, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
| sideration thereof; which was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the petition of 
Silas Messenger, praying a pension, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
was read and passed to the second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of Jo- 
seph Mitchell, praying compensation for services 
in the war of 1812 with Great Britain, submitted 
a report, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
which was read, and passed to the second reading. 
The report was ordered to be printed. 


LAND GRANTS IN OREGON. 


Mr. FELCH. A short time ago I made a re- 
port from the Committee on Public Lands, on a 


| bill from the House of Representatives *‘ to amend 


an act entitled * An act to create the office of sur- 
veyor general of the public lands in Oregon, and 
to provide for the survey, and to make donations 
to the settlers of the said public lands,’ approved 
September 27, 1850.’’ I wish to ask the Senate 
to take up that bill this morning, for the purpose 


‘of recommitting it to the Committee on Public 


| 
} 
| 


Lands. That committee have a meeting to-mor- 
row morning, and | desire to have action upon 
this subject at that time. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ac- 


| cordingly proceeded to consider the bill. 


On motion by Mr. FELCH, it was recommitted 


| to the Committee on Public Lands. 


BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS. 


Mr. BORLAND. On the 18th of this month, 
a memorial from Sarah Bruister and Irene How- 
ard, with reference to bounty land warrants, was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. It 
was accompanied by a letter from the Pension 
Office, dated in October last, giving a construction 
to the act of March 22, 1852, making bounty land 
warrants assignable, and extending the bounty 


of measures for the amicable adjustment of inter- || land system. The decision of the Pension Office 
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‘on an application for bounty land warrants 
Jer that law was, that the widows and minor 
dren of soldiers provided for in it were exclud- 
ed. This memorial is one asking Congress to 
amend that law, so as to extend its benefits to the 
widows and minor children of deceased soldiers. 

Since that time, however, the decision of the 
Pension Office has been reversed. I myself made 
application for bounty land for a widow, and the 
claim was rejected upon the same ground as this 
was, and I took an appeal from that decision to 
the Secretary of the Interior, and the case was 
again sent to the Pension Office; and the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions reversed the former decision, 
and now issues land warrants to widows and mi- 
nor children, under the act of 22d March, 3852. 
Under this state of things, the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands have instructed me to move that they 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
this memorial. 

| have been thus particular in stating the facts 
in relation to the decision in this case, because 
many hundreds and perhaps thousands of widows 
and children who have been hitherto excluded by 
the decision of the Pension Office, will now come 
in, that decision having been reversed, and re- 
ceive bounty land warrants. I have made these 
remarks, and been thus particular, in order to give 
general notice that they are provided for. 

The motion to discharge the committee was 
agreed to. 


CONTINUANCE OF HALF PAY. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee of Con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill of the Senate ‘to continue half pay 
to certain widows and orphans,’’ submitted a re- 
port, by which it appeared that the committee had 
agreed to strike out the proviso of the House, 
which was to include the widows and orphans of 
soldiers of the Florida war and the war of 1812, 
and to insert in lieu of it: 

‘* That the act approved the 22d of February, 1849, grant- 
ing five years’ half pay to certain widows and orphans of of- 
ficers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, 
both regular and volunteer, be so extended and construed 
as to embrace the widows and minor heirs of the officers, 
non commissioned officers, musicians, and privates of the 
regulars and volunteers of the war of 1812, and all the va- 
rious Indian wars since 1790.’? 

And the committee also agreed to recommend 
the striking out of the word ** soldiers,’’ in the 
Senate amendment to the House amendment to 


that bill, and the adoption of that amendment as 
amended. 


uf 
ul 


i 


The report was agreed to, and the bill was | 


amended accordingly. 
The striking out of the word * soldiers”’ in the 


Senate’s amendment was merely a verbal amend- 
ment. 


PERMANENT ARSENALS, ETC. 


Mr. SHIELDS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; Which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of establishing a permanent ar- 
senal and general depot of arms for the Pacific coast; another 
for the coast of the Mexican Gulf; another for the southern 
Atlantit; and another for the northern Atlantic and the 
lakes ; and if, upon inquiry, he shall find that these, or some 
such establishments are necessary, he shall proceed to 
make Wi the investigations necessary for the judicious selec- 
tion of such sites as shall be most safe, eligible; and acces- 
sible for the purpose of the military defense of these re- 
spective portions of our coast and frontier. 


THE CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY. 

Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
instructed to inquire and report whether any measures, and 
if any, what, should be taken by the Senate in relation to 
the declaration annexed to the ratification on the part of 
Great Britain of the treaty concluded between that country 
and tae United States, Apyl 19, 1850; and to the letter of 


the Secretary of State to the British Minister on the ex- 
change of the ratifications. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
was received, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 
cing that it had passed the following bills from the 
Senate: 

An act granting a pension to Mrs. Ann C. Bel- 
knap; 

An act for the relief of Nathan Weston, jr., late 
additional paymaster in the United States Army; 
An act for the relief of Abigail Stafford; and 

Also, that it had passed the following bill from 
the Senate, with amendments: 


| a few minutes to act upon the bill. 





An act to confer on John W. Quinney, a mem- 
ber of the Stockbridge tribe of Indians, the rights 
of citizenship of the United States, and for other 
purposes. 

Also, that it had passed a bill with the follow- 
ing title: 

An act regulating the reports of the Patent Office, and 
providing for additional officers therein. 


FRAUDS ON THE TREASURY. 


Mr. BADGER. I now ask the Senate to be 
kind enough to take up for consideration the 
House bill ** to prevent frauds upon the Treasury 
of the United States,’’ which was reported by me 
a few days ago from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, with certain amendments. It is very im- 
portant that those amendments should be sent back 
to the House as early as possible, if the Senate 
agree to them, as | hope it will. It will take but 
I move it be 
taken up. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its consid- 
eration. 

The first section, which was unchanged by the 
committee, provides: 

“* Be it enacted, ¥c., That all transfers and assignments 
hereafter made of any claim upon the United States, or any 
part or share thereof, or interest therein, whether absolute 
or conditional, and whatever may be the consideration 
therefor; and all powers of attorney, orders, or other au 
thorities, for recelving payment ot any such claim, or any 
part or share thereof, shall be absolutely null and void, un 
less the same shall be freely made and executed in the 
presence of at least two attesting witnesses, after the al 
lowance of such claim, the ascertainment of the amount 
due, and the issuing of a warrant for the payment there- 
ot.”’ 

The first amendment reported from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary was, in the second section, 
to strike out the words, ‘‘shall receive any gratu- 
ity from any claimant against the United States, 
or agree to receive, or receive, except by inherit- 
ance, bequest, or marriage, any share or pecuniary 
interest in any claim against the United States, 
or;’’ tostrike out the words * for the trial of crimes 
and misdemeanors,’’ and insert in their place the 
word ‘* thereof;’’ to strike out ** twice the amount 
of gratuity, fee, or compensation received by the 
person so convicted,’’ and insert, in lieu thereof, 
© 45,000.”’ 

The section in its original form,and as proposed 
to be amended, is as follows: 

Sec. 2. ind be it further enacted, That any officer of 
the United States, or person holding any place of trust or 


profit, or discharging any official function, under, or in con 
nection with, any Executive Department of the Govern 


ment of the United States, or under the Senate or House of 


Representatives of the United States, who, after the pas 
sage of this act, shall receive any gratuity from any claim 
ant against the United States, or agree to receive, or re 
ceive, except by inheritance, bequest, or marriage, an y share 
or pecuniary interest in any claim against the United 
States, or shall act as an agent or attorney for prosecuting 
any claim against the United States, or shall in any man 
ner, or by any means otherwise than in the discharge of 
his proper official duties, aid or assist in the prosecution or 
support of any such claim or claims, shall be liable to in 
dietment, as for a misdemeanor, in any court of the United 
States having jurisdiction for the trial of crimes and mis 
demeanors ; [thereof;] and, On conviction, shall pay a fine 
not exceeding twice the amount of gratuity, fee, or com 
pensation received by the person so convicted, [§5,000,] or 
suffer imprisonment in the penitentiary not exceeding one 
year, or both, as the court, in its discretion, shall adjudge. 


Mr. BADGER. If the Senate will give me its 
attention for one moment, I will explain what that 
amendment means. The second section of the 
bill, as it is proposed to be amended by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, will be a section as passed 
by the Senate at the last session, in a bill which 
1 had the honor to introduce, and which was 
carefully examined and reported from the Com- 
mittee on Claims by the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr. Bropueav.} The House has taken 
the section of that bill, and has passed it in a bill 
entitled ‘* An act to prevent frauds upon the Treas- 
ury of the United States;’’ but it has introduced 
into it the words ‘‘ shall receive -— gratuity from 
‘any claimant against the United States, or agree 
‘to receive, or receive, except by inheritance, be- 
‘ quest, or marriage, any share or pecuniary inter- 
‘est in any claim against the United States.” 
Those, with the subsequent words, have the effect 
of authorizing the Executive officers to prosecute 
claims against the United States, unless they are 
paid for it; whereas the intention of the section, 
as it passed the Senate, was to prohibit their in- 
terference, when they held office, in prosecuting 
claims, whether with or without compensation. 
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The intention of the committee is to restore the 
section so that it may have that effect. 

The amendment was agreed te. 

The committee next proposed to amend the 
third section in the same manner as the second. 

Tat section as it came from the House is as 
follows: 

“Sec. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That any Senator or 
Representative in Congress who, afler the passage of this 
act, shall receive any gratuity from any claimant against 
the United States, Or agree to receive, or receive, exce pt 
by inheritance, bequest, or marriage, any share or peeu 
niary interest In any claim against the United States, or 
shall, for compensation paid or to be paid, certain or con 
ungent, act as agent or attorney for proseculung any claim 
or claims against the United States, or shall in any manner 
or by any means, for such compensation, aid Or assist in 
the prosecution or support of any such claim or claims, 
shall be liable to indictment, as for a misdemeanor, in any 
court of the United States having jurisdiction for the trial 
of crimes and misdemeanors; and, on conviction, shall pay 
a fine not exceeding twice the amount of the gratuity os 
compensation received by the person convicted, or suffer 
imprisonment in the pemtentiary not exceeding one yeur, 
or both, as the court, in its discretion, shall adjudge.’ 


Mr. BADGER. 


That section applies to mem- 
bers of Congress. 


. 
rhe provision is introduced in 
such a manner and form as would seem, to the 
committee, to make it odious and unjust. The 
only object of the bill in that provision is to pre- 
vent members of Congress prosecuting claims for 
their constituents or others, for compensation. 
That is what we desire to accomplish by the 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The committee next proposed to amend the 
fourth section, which is as follows: 

“ Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any person who, 
with intent to steal, shall take and carry away any record, 
paper, or proceeding of a court of justice, filed or deposited 
with any clerk or officer of such court, or any paper or 
document or record filed, or deposited in any public office 
or with any judicial or public officer, shall, without refer 
locument, or pro 
ceeding so taken, be liable to indictment as for larceny in 
any court of the United States having jurisdiction for tie 
trial of crimes and misdemeanors against the United States; 
and, upon conviction thereof, shall pay a fine not exceed 
ing $2,000, or suffer imprisonment in a penitentiary not ex 
ceeding three years, or both, as the court, in its discretion, 
shall adjudge.’’ 


; 


The proposed amendment of the committee is, 
to insert after the words ‘* that any person who,”’ 
the words ** shall willfully and knowingly destroy, 


or attempt to destroy, or;’’ to insert after the 
word ‘steal ’’ the words “‘ or destroy;”’ to strike 
out the words ‘‘ liable to indictment as for lar- 


ceny,’’ and insert ‘* deemed guilty of felony, and 
on conviction;’’ and to strike out the words *‘ for 
the trial of crimes and misdemeanors arainst the 
United States,’’ and insert “‘ thereof.’’ 

Mr. BADGER. That isa section which was 
added in the House of Representatives—and it is 
a very wise and excellent one—for the purpose of 
punishing persons who should steal, take, and 
‘carry away any record, paper, or proceeding of 
‘a court of justice, or any paper, or document, or 
‘record.’’ The committee have directed certain 
amendments to be reported for the purpose of 
making that section more stringent, particularly 
to introduce the words ‘* who shali willfully and 
knowingly destroy, or attempt to destroy, or,’’ 
before the words ‘ with intent to steal! or destroy, 
“shall take or carry away any record, p 
‘ proceeding of a court of justice,’ te. 
the purpose of the section. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was, in 
the fifth section, to strike out the words ‘‘ liable to 
indictment as for a misdemeanor,’’ and insert 
“deemed guilty of felony, and on conviction;” 
and strike out the words ‘ for the trial of crimes 
and misdemeanors against the United States,” and 
insert ‘‘ thereof.”’ 

The fifth section of the House bill is as follows: 

 Sec.5. And be it further enacted, That any officer hav 
ing the custody of any record, document, paper, or proceed 
ing specified in the last preceding section of this act, who 
shall frauduiently take away, or withdraw, or destroy any 
such record, document, paper, or proceeding filed in his 
office or deposited with hun, or in his custody, shall be 
liable to indictment as for a misdemeanor in any court of 
the United States having jurisdiction for the trial of crimes 
and misdemeanors against the United States ; and, on con 
viction thereof, shall pay a fine not exceeding two thou 
sand dollars, or suffers mprisonment in @ penitentiary not ex 


er, or 
on 
hat is 


, ceeding three years, or both, as the court, in its discretion, 


shall adjudge, and shall forfeit his office, and be forever at 
terwards disqualified from bolding any office under the 
Government of the United States.” 

Mr. BADGER. That section relates to any 


officer who, having custody of any document or 
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paper, shall be guilty of a like offense to that 
cified in the preceding section. The amendment | 
is to make the offense felony. We thought it too | 
high an offense to stand as a mere misdemeanor. | 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was in | 
the sixth section, to strike out the word “ opin- | 
jon”? and insert the word ‘‘ or;”’ and to strike out | 
the words ‘‘or judgment, or with intent to bias 
his mind;” to strike out the words *‘ member, | 
officer, or,’’ and to insert after *‘ any part thereof,”’ | 
the words **if an officer or person holding any 
such place of trust or profit as aforesaid.’’ 

The sixth section of the House bill, which the | 
committee propose to amend, is as follows: 


‘Sec. 6. And beit further enacted, Thatifany person or 
persons shall, directly or indirectly, promise, offer, or give, 
or cause, or procure to be promised, offered, or given, any 
money, goods, right in action, bribe, present, or reward, or 
any promise, contract, undertaking, obligation, or security 
for the payment or delivery of any money, goods, right in 
action, bribe, present, or reward, or any other valuable thing 
whatever, to any member of the Senate or House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, after his election as such | 
member, and either before or after he shall have qualified 
and taken his seat, or to any officer of the United States, or | 
person holding any place of trust or profit, or discharging 
any official function under, orin connection with, any De- 
partment of the Government of the United States, or under | 
the Senate or House of Representatives of the United States, | 
after the passage of this act, with intent to influence his | 
vote, opinion, decision, or judgment, or with intent to bias 
his!mind on any question, matter, cause, or proceeding, 
which may then be pending, or may by law, or under the 
Constitution of the United States, be brought before him in 
bis official capacity, or in his place of trust or profit, and | 
shall be thereof convicted, such person or persons so offer. | 
ing, promising, or giving, or causing, or procuring to be 
promised, offered, or given, any such money, goods, right 
in action, bribe, present, or reward, or any promise, con 
tract, undertaking, obligation, or security for the payment 
or delivery of any money, goods, right in action, bribe, 
present, or reward, or other valuable thing whatever, and 
the member, officer, or person who shall in anywise accept 
or receive the same, or any part thereof, shall be liable to | 
indictment, as fora high crime and misdemeanor, in any | 
court of the United States having jurisdiction for the trial of | 
crimes and misdemeanors, and shall, upon conviction there- 
of, be fined not exceeding three times the amount so offered, | 
promised, or given, and imprisoned in a penitentiary not 
exceeding three years; and the member, officer, or person 
convicted of s0 accepting or receiving the same, or any part 
thereof, shall forfeit his office and place ; and any person so 
convieted under this section shall forever be disqualified to 
hold any office of honor, trust, or profit under the United 
States.”’ 

Mr. BADGER. That section is intended to 
punish persons who shall offer or give, and per- | 
sons who shall receive, any reward or gratuity for | 
the purpose of influencing his decision or vote in | 
regard to matters that come under his jurisdiction, | 
either as a member of Congress or other public 
officer. In the House they had used the phrase- | 
ology ‘‘ to influence his vote, opinion, decision, or 
judgment, or with intent to bias his mind;’’ which 
we thought in many nets indefinite, and in 
many respects absurd. To threaten a man with 
indictment for having offered a fee, with intent to 
bias another’s mind, we thought would be near 
akin to a legal absurdity. We therefore propose | 


to make it read ‘ influence his vote or decision,’’ || 


which is the matter with which we are concerned; | 
and then, in a subsequent part of the section, the 
amendment proposes to strike out the words | 
**s member, officer, or,’’? and insert ‘‘if an officer | 
or person holding any such place of trust or profit 
as aforesaid;”’ for this reason, as the House bill 
stood, it undertook to declare that if a member of 
this Houce or of the other House were guilty of | 
this offense, in addition to the punishment as pre- | 
scribed, he should forfeit his place; and we did not | 
believe that we had any constitutional power over | 
that subject, as a member of this House or of the 
other House can only be expelled or lose his 
lace by a vote of the House to which he belongs. 
The object was to strike out the provision which 
we thought we had no right to make, and substi- 
tute one which we thought we had a right to 
make. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The seventh section stands unaltered, as fol- 
lows: 

“Sec. 7. and be it further enacted, That the provisions of | 
this act, and of the act of July 29th, 1846, entitled‘ An act 
in relation to the payment of claims,’ shall apply and ex- 
tend to all claims against the United States, whether al- 
lowed by special acts of Congress or arising under general 
laws or treaties, or in any other manner whatever; and | 


every offense against the provisions of this act shall be a 
misdemeanor.”’ 


The next amendment of the committee was to | 
add the following as an additional section: 


Sec. 8. nd be it further enacted, That nothing herein- 


get it for you. 
the last farthing I have before I will do that.’’ | 
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spe- before contained shall be construed to apply to the prosecu- | Sovre} has the floor, I hope 


tion or defense of any action or suit in any judicial court of 
the United States. 


Mr. BADGER. As this bill originally passed 
the Senate, it was confined by the terms of it to 
the prosecution of claims before the two Houses 


of Congress, or before the Executive Departments, | 
or before boards, without intending to apply it to | 
the maintaining or defending of suits in the courts | 


of the United States. These words were left out 
of the section by the House, and we propose, by 
this supplementary section, to restore them. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. 
great deal of pleasure, but I crave the indulgence 
of the Senator who has reported it, while 1 make 
a statement, and ask if the bill is broad enough to 
cover the cases which I shall mention. If it is not, 
I shall ask that it may lie over until to-morrow, 
that an amendment may be prepared to meet the 
object. There is an improper practice, which I 
have the highest authority for saying, prevails 
here. The claim agents by whom we are sur- 


rounded, when we walk and when we sit, have a | 
practice of representing to sailors in our ships-of- | 
war on foreign coasts, that it is necessary to em- | 
I am informed by the | 


ploy them to get their pay. 
Secretary of the Navy that he has had orders pre- 
sented to him, and that sixty dollars has been 
charged and received for procuring the signature 
of the Secretary to a paper which it was just as 
much a matter of course for him to affix as for the 
Secretary of the Senate to read the daily Journal. 
W hen the Secretary saw the abuse and called the 
agent before him to know what it meant, he very 
coolly said, ‘* Mr. Secretary, I do not know that 
this is any of your business. It is the way that 
we get our living.’’ I am told that that custom 
prevails extensively, and that sailors are thus 


swindled, as well as in the way to which I[ called | 


attention yesterday. 

Let me mention one other fact. An officer of 
the Navy in this city, of a highly honorable char- 
acter, remarked with reference to the extra com- 
pensation which we granted last session to those 
who were on duty in California, that he did not 
see why the bill did not cover the case of those 
who rendered service before 1850, as well as those 
who rendered service afterwards. He mentioned 


this in the presemee of aclaim agent. ‘ Sir,’’ said | 
the agent, ‘‘there is nothing easier in the world | 


‘* Why, sir, | 


than to have it done.’’ ‘** How?’’ 
just raise a fund, and I have it in my power to 
*? Said this officer, ‘‘ I will lose 


‘*Then,’’ said the agent, with an oath, ‘* you 
never shall get a cent if you do not raise a fund 
to be distributed among agents.”’ 

Now, sir, this is a bill to guard against mem- 
bers selling themselves; but we are sold outside, 
sir; we are sold by these agents; and I tell you the 
lice and frogs that overspread Egypt, are purity 
itself compared with these agents, that spread 
themselves around this Capitol. Our influence, 
our countenance, our affection, everything is bar- 
tered away and sold by these agents, who block 
up the Capitol, and block up the avenues to the 
Departments, and it has got to such a state now 
that a sailor cannot get his pay for his services 
unless he procures the service of an agent to get 
his claim through. These are facts which I have 
from the highest authority, and which can be sub- 
stantiated before a committee of this body to-mor- 
row. I have them from the testimony of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, given under oath this very day, 
before a committee of the Senate. And, sir, I am 
told further, that the thing has been carried to such 
an extent that it goesdown. Here is the great 
focus of it, the great fountain of filth which sends 
out its streams of corruption all over the land. I 
am told that an honest merchant cannot get his 
vessel into New York, and pay the duty, until he 
has an agent to steer him through, who has to be 

aid a certain percentage. I am in favor of this 

ill, so far as it goes; but if it does not go far 
enough to cover the cases I have mentioned, I de- 
sire that it may lie over a day or two, so that it 
may be amended. 

Mr. BADGER. This bill, undoubtedly, does 
not reach the cases mentioned by the Senator from 
New Hampshire. 

Mr. CASS. As the hour has come which was 
assigned for the consideration of the subject upon 
which the honorable Senator from Louisiana (Mr. 


I shall vote for the bill with a | 








Jan. 25, 
the Sen 
| North Carolina will allow the bill blesdne rm 
|, ate to be passed over for the present. em 
|} Mr. BADGER. I am afraid I shall not vet 
up again if 1 do. It will not take five minutes 
pass it. I am sure the Senator from Louisian 
will be willing to give that time 
important bill. 

fr. CASS. It had better be postponed til} to. 

|| morrow. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope the Senator will alloy 

the vote to be taken on this bill. It isa very im. 
portant one, and will not interfere with the order 
of the day more than five minutes. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate ag 
amended. 

Mr. BADGER. In order to make this bij] per- 
fect, I desire, before the question is taken on the 
amendments, to make a slight verbal amendmen 
It is to strike out of the section we added to the 
bill the word * hereinbefore,”’ and insert, « jp 
the second and third sections of this act,’’ 

The PRESIDENT. The amendment will }. 
made, if there is no objection 

There being no objection, the amendment wag 
agreed to. 

The amendments made in Committee of the 
Whole were then concurred in, and they were or. 
dered to be engrossed, and the bill was ordered i 

| be read a third time. 

The bill was subsequently read a third time and 

| passed. 


It 
0 


a 
to get through an 


ADMISSION OF LADIES, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise, Mr. Presj- 
dent, for the purpose of making a motion which 
I hepe will receive the unanimous approbation of 

|| the Senate. It is, that the rules be suspended, so 

| as to permit ladies to occupy seats upon the floor 
of the Senate to-day. I am aware that it requires 

| unanimous consent, but still I flatter myself that 
the Senate will vindicate its claim to gallantry by 
agreeing to the motion. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, and several others. | ob- 

| ject to it. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 


| COLONIZATION IN NORTH AMERICA. 


The Senate then proceeded to consider the joint 
resolution declaratory of the views of the United 
States respecting colonization upon the North 
American continent by European Powers and re- 
specting the Island of Cuba; when— 

Mr. SOULE rose and addressed the Senate at 
length, and was followed by Mr. CASS on the 
same side. 

Mr. SEWARD had some observations to offer, 
and would move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. DIXON asked him to withdraw the motion, 
in order that he might offer his resolutions to re- 
| fer the whole subject to the Committee on Foreign 

Relations, with instructions to ascertain and re- 

port whether the Government of Great Britain, 
since the ratifications of the treaty of Nicaragua, 
| had violated any of the provisions thereof, &c. 
Mr. SEWARD withdrew his motion, and the 
resolutions were sent to the Chair, read, and or- 
| dered to be printed. 

[This debate, &c., will be found in the Appen- 

dix.] 





PATENT OFFICE. 


The PRESIDENT. With the unanimous con- 
| sent of the Senate, the Chair will dispose of sev- 
eral bills from the House. 

The bill from the House *‘ regulating the reports 
of the Patent Office, and providing for additional 
officers therein,’’ was read a first and second time, 
| and referred to the Committee on Patents and thé 

Patent Office. 


JOHN W. QUINNEY. 


The PRESIDENT. TheSenate bill ** to confer 
on John W. Quinney, a member of the Stock- 
bridge tribe of Indians, the rights of citizenship 
of the United States, and for other purposes,” has 
been returned from the House of Representatives, 
| with amendments. It will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, unless objected to. __ 

Mr. WALKER. I do not see any necessity 
for that reference. The bill was introduced into 
the Senate by myself. I hope the amendments of 
the House will be considered now. 

The PRESIDENT. The amendments will be 


|| read. 
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The Secretary proceeded to read the amend- 
when 

WALKER said: 
| withdraw m \ C 
them now, and move that the bill be referred to 


ments, 
Mr. 
amendments, 


7 
As there are a number of 
request to consider 


the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I! 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. It 
involves a very grave constitutional question. 
Mr. BUTLER. I wish to remark that a sub- 
ject of the same kind has been before the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. I do not know that it 


I think that it should be re- | 


has been considered by any member of the Com- | 


mittee but myself. That is a proposition to con- 
fer, bya general law, the rights of citizenship upon 
certain Pueblo Indians in New Mexico. When 
it came to my notice, I responded at once that | 
did not consider it competent for us to admit citi- 
vens in this form. I regarded it as something 
eculiar in our Indian relations, which I did not 
think it competent for us to do. 


Mr. SHIELDS. 


I will suggest to my friend | 


whether we can have special laws of naturaliza- | 


tion, or whether we are not bound to have a uni- 
form system of naturalization? 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I consider that a very im- 
portant ¢ uestion. 


Mr. WALKER. 


[ will say for myself, as a | 


member of the Committee on Indian Affairs, that | 


if the amendment shall involve a judicial question, 
I will seek to have it brought back from the Com- 


mittee on Indian Affairs and referred to the Com- | 


mittee on the Judiciary. 


If it is merely a private | 


case, the Committee on Indian Affairs is compe- | 


tent to decide it. é' 
The bill was then referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. _ 


FRANCES P. GARDNER. 


The Senate then took up for consideration, the | 


amendment which had been made by the House 


of Representatives to the bill for the relief of | 


Frances P. Gardner. 

Mr. HALE. I will state that that is a bill for 
the relief of the widow of an officer who was 
slaughtered at the same timeas was Major Dade, 
of the United States Army. The Senate at the 
last session passed a bill for the relief of this lady, 
and also one for the relief of the widow of Major 
Dade. Major Dade’s widow, who stands exactl 
on the same footing as this lady, had her bil 
passed, renewing her pensien for life, and begin- 
ning in 1840, when the other pension expired. 
The amendment of the House to this bill is sim- 
ply to put the widow Gardner on the same footing 
as the widow of Major Dade. Ihave consulted 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, [Mr. Surevps,] and it his opinion that the 
Senate should concur in the amendment of the 
House. 

Mr. SHIELDS. That ismy opinion. I shall 
not debate the question, but I think the bill is @€t- 
ter now than when it left the Senate. 

Mr. DAWSON. I move that the bill, with 


the amendment, be referred to the Committee on | 


Military Affairs, in order to place the widow of 
Lieutenant Colonel Craig on the same footing. 


bill. 
Mr. SHIELDS. 
although I am in favor of extending the relief to 
the widow of Colonel Craig. 
Mr. DAWSON. I withdraw the motion. 
The amendment made by the House was then 
concurred in, 


COLONIZATION IN NORTH AMERICA. 
Mr. SEWARD. 


journ, 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator will appoint 
some day next week, say Monday, to which this 
subject may be postponed, and not propose to take 
it up to-morrow. 

Mr. SHIELDS. 1 hope the honorable Senator 
from New York will withdraw his motion, with a 
view to permit this matter to be postponed to next 
week, 
this suggestion because [ think one day in the 
week is about enough to occupy on it, and that the 


Mr. HALE. That will only embarrass the | 


1 shall object to that motion, | 


I renew the motion to ad- | 


t has been discussed to-day; and I make | 


residue of the week ought to be appropriated to | 


practical legislation. 


week to be consumed in its discussion. 


I want to speak myself on | 
the subject, but I do not want the residue of the | 


The PRESIDENT. The Senator is out of or- 
der. The question is on the motion to adjourn. 

The moton was agreed to; there being, on a 
division—ayes 23, noes 1}. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, January 25, 1853. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. James GaLianer. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
the hands of Assury Dicks, its Secretary, in- 
forming the House that the Senate had passed an 
act entitled ‘* An act for the relief of Rebecea J. 
Birdsell.”’ 

The SPEAKER. The question before the 
House is the consideration of the bill providing 
for a branch Mint in New York. Upon that 
question the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Seymour] is entitled to the floor. 

The Chair would state to the House that there 
are three or four communications from the Presi- 
dent and from the Departments lying upon the 
Speaker’s table, some of which, the Chair is 
advised, it is desirable should be referred to the 
appropriate committees. If it is the pleasure of 
the House, the Chair will have them communi- 
cated. 

No objection was made, and the following com- 
munications were presented and referred, as indi- 
cated below. 

A message from the President of the United 
State, as follows: 


Prayer 


To the House of Representatives of the United States : 

In obedience to a resolution of your honorable body, of 
December 27th, 1852, in reference to claims of custom- 
house officers tor additional pay, I have the honor herewith 
to transmit a report from the Secretary of the Treasury 
giving the desired information ; and, in answer to the sev 
enth interrogatory, asking ‘‘ Whether, in my opinion, further 
legislation is necessary or advisable, either to protect the 
Treasury from unjust claims, orto secure to the claimants 
their just rights,”? | would state that, in my opinion, no 
further legisiation is necessary to effect either object. My 
views On this subject will be more fully seen on reference 


| to the opinion given by me to the Secretary of the Treasury, 


a copy of which is annexed to his report. 
MILLARD FILLMORE. 
WasHINGTON, January 24th, 1853. 


Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, as 
this communication is in reply to a resolution 
offered by myself, I desire to submit a brief state- 
ment of the contents of the papers accompanying 
the message, and of the laws upon which ous 
claims are predicated. 

Various newspaper reports are in circulation as 
to the amount and character of these claims; and 
I think it desirable that an authentic but con- 
densed statement of the matter should be pub- 
lished. For the opportunity of making this ex- 
amination, | am indebted to the kindness of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

The ** Act to establish the compensation of the 
officers employed in the collection of the duties 
on imports, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
March 2, 1799, fixed a schedule of fees for cus- 
tom-house officers, which is the basis of all sub- 
sequent laws on that subject. 

Dares the war of 1812, importations were 
almost entirely suspended, and the suspension of 
the banks in 1814, and consequent inflation of the 
currency rendered the compensation fixed by the 
law of 1799 entirely too low. To remedy this 
a law was passed, Korit 26, 1816, allowing them 
fifty per cent. in addition to the amount allowed 
by the law of 1799. 

The third section of the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill, approved March 2, 1533, provides 
that custom-house officers shall have the same 
compensation according to the importations of that 

ear, that they would have had if the tariff of 1832 
had not gone into effect. 

The%econd section of the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill of 1834 reénacts the third sec- 
tion of the act of 1833, with a proviso that no offi- 
cer of the customs, except collectors, naval offi- 
cers, and surveyors, shall receive a compensation 
by salaries, feee, or otherwise, exceeding $2,000; 
nor should any one person, by helding two or 
more of these offices, receive more than $2,500. 
And the further proviso, that no custom-house 
officer, under that act, should receive a greater 


| salary or compensation than was paid to such 
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annual officer in the year 1832.—Statules at Large, 
69s-9. 

The third section of the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill of 1835 repeals the second section 
of the act of 1834, and then provides that the col- 
lectors, naval officers, surveyors, and their respect- 
ive clerks, and the weighers of the several ports, 
shall have the same compensation in the year 1835, 
according to the importations of that year, as they 
would have been entitled to if the tariff act of 1832 
had not gone into effect; and provides again, that 
no officer should receivea greater annual salary or 
compensation than was paid to such officer in 1832, 
and that no officer, other than collectors, apprats- 
ers, and surveyors, should receivea greater annual 
compensation, by salaries, fees, or otherwise, than 
$1,500 each, nor should the union of two or more 
of those offices in one person entitie him to receive 
more than that sum. 

The third section of an amendment to the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill of 1836 reénacts 
this section, with the additional proviso, that if a 
law should be passed during that session regula- 
ting the compensation of custom-house officers, 
this section should only extend to the time when 


‘such law should take effect.—Statules, vol. 5, pp. 


113-14. 

This section was reénacted, in substantially the 
same terms, by the civil and diplomatic appropri- 
ation bill of 1837.—5 Statutes, 175. 

The third section of the Military Academy ap- 
propriation, for the year 1838, reénacts this same 
prevision, with the additional proviso, that no 
collector shall receive more than $4,000, no naval 
officer more than $3,000, and no surveyor more 
than $2,500 per annum, 

By the seventh section of the ** Act for the re- 
lief of Chastelain and Pannerd, and for other 
purposes,’’ approved July 21, 1840, the third see- 
tion of the act for the support of the Military 
Academy for the year 1838, is revived and cor- 
tinued in force for the year 1840, ‘* and until other- 
wise directed by law.’’—6 Statutes, 415. 

The twenty-sixth section of the tariff of 1842, 
provides that all laws existing on the Ist of June, 
1842, shall extend to, and be in force for the col- 
lection of the duties imposed by that act; and that 
all laws inconsistent with any provision of that 
law should be repealed. . 

The law of March 3, 1849, merely provides 
that the gross receipts of the revenue from cue- 
toms shall be paid into the Treasury, and the 
compensation of custom-house officers paid out of 
the manta but does not in any way affect the 
amount of compensation. 

So stands the law in relation to the compensa- 
tion of custom-house officers at this time. 

From 1841 to 1850, | do not understand that 
there was any controversy about their construc- 
tion, so far as weighers, gaugers, and markers 
were concerned. The law of 1841, reviving the 
law of 1838, and continuing it in force, which 
provided a maximum of $1,500, was to remain in 
force and regulate their compensation, and their 
accounts were settled and paid on that construc- 
tion. 

I understand that collectors, naval officers, and 
surveyors have not been paid under that law since 
June 30, 1848, but that they are paid under the 
tariff of 1846, which, by fixing a lower rate of du- 
ties, reduces the percentage they would be enti- 
tled to under the law of July 21, 1840, which 
bases their compensation on the tariff of 1832. In 
1849, these officers urged upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury to allow them their compensation under 
the laws of 1840, 1838, and 1832. 

Mr. Meredith, the then Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, suomitted the question to the Attorney Gen- 
eral. On the 18th of March, 1850, Mr. Johnsen, 
the Attorney General, gave it as his opinion, that 
as the soction of the act of 1838, regulating the 
fees of custom-house officers, which was revived 
and continued in force by the act of July 21, 1840, 
was passed in consequence of the passage of the 
tariff of 1832, that the repeal of the tariff of 1832 
necessarily annulled that law. The claims of these 
officers were therefore rejected. 

Thereupon, the weighers, gaugers, measurers, 
and markers, come and say, that if the laws of 
1840 and 1833, fixing a maximum for their fees 
are repealed, that they have a right to have them 
computed under the law of 1799 and 1816; and 
I see no escape from it, if Mr. Johnson’s opinion 
is correct. 
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These claims were presented to the present Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, and by him referred to 
the Attorney General. On the lithof November, 
1852, Mr Crittenden returned his opinion to the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury, agreeing with Mr. 
Johnson that the laws of 1840 and 1838 were re- | 
pealed by the tariff of 1842. 

This opinion was submitted to Mr. Rockwell, 
the Commissioner of Customs, whose duty it was 
to examine and allow theclaims. On the 20th of 
November, 1852, Mr. Rockwell delivered a writ- 
ten opinion or decision to Mr. Corwin, dissenting 
from Mr. Crittenden, and rejecting the claims. 
In the mean time, some of the claimants became 
impatient, and called the attention of the President 
to the subject, and urged him to ‘ see that the 
laws were faithfully executed.’’ 

The Secretary thereupon insisted that the Pres- 
ident should give his personal attention to the sub- 
ject, and give his opinion as to the rights of the 
‘claimants. He did so, and on the &th of Decem- 
ber, 1852, sent a written opinion to Mr. Corwin, 
saying that, in his opinion, the law of July 21, 
1840, was not repealed by the tariff of 1842, but 
was sull in force; but that, ina question upon the 
construction of a law, the opinion ofthe Attorney 
General, according to the long-settled usage and 
practice of the Government, must prevail; and 
that, if Mr. Crittenden adhered to his opinion, the 
claims must be paid. 

Mr. Corwin inquired, further, of the Attorney 
General, whether a decision of his predecessor, 
communicated orally to the Commissioner of Cus- 
toms, and by him communicated to the claimants 
as his own decision, without saying that he was 
acting under the instructions of the Secretary, 
could be regarded as a decision of the case, which 
he was bound by? And further, whether the offi- 
cers whose accounts were finally settled, and given 
receipts in full for their compensation, were not 
thereby barred from claiming to have them opened 
up, and additional compensation allowed ? 

On the 28th of December, 1852, the Attorney 
General answered both these questions in the af- 
firmative, and decided that the claimants were 
barred, both by their settlements, and by the de- 
cision of Mr. Meredith. The communication on 
your table states the number of these claimants at 
three hundred and twenty-eight, and the -aggre- 
gate amount claimed at $1,250,000. 

It certainly cannot be a matter of surprise, that 
the most intelligent and upright men in the coun- | 
try should differ in their construction of such a | 
heterogeneous mass of legislation as this subject | 

resents. 

I do not believe the statute-books of any civil- | 
ized country can present such a mass of confused, 
crude, and ill-digested legislation as this. It will 
be observed that these claims are only rejected, 
and this million and a quarter of dollars saved, by 
the laches of the claimants, and the decision of a 
former Secretary of the Treasury against these 
claimants. 

The grounds of the rejection are somewhat 
technical, while upon the merits they have the 
opinions of two successive Attorneys General in 
their faver. 

Now, I confess I have my fears that this is 
too feeble a barrier to resist, for many years, the 
yressure of a million and a quarter of dollars. 
But if it is, it only applies to those who have 
gone out of office, had their accounts settled and 
paid in full, and their claims presented to the 
Peimary Department, and rejected. 

are now in office, and those who may hereafter be 
appointed, will be entitled, under the decision of 
the Attorneys General, to this enormously in- | 
creased compensation. Whether Congress can 
change the law so as to operate upon past services, 
may be matter of doubt. 

But that we can, and should, without a moment’s 
delay, apply a remedy to operate in the future, I 
apprehend there is no doubt; and I hope the 
Committee on the Judiciary will turn their atten- 
tion to the subject at once, and speedily report a 
proper bill. ne 

it would seem, from the communication on your 
table, that this call for information was unnecessary 
so far as the claims then pending were concerned; 
for thev have been rejected without any interpo- 
sition on the part of Congress. ° 

{ engaged in this matter with much hesitation 
and reluctance, mainly from an apprehension that 
it might be regarded as an evidence of unfriendly | 
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feelings towards the present head of the Executive | 
Department of the Government. Nothing could 

be further from the truth; and [ will avail myself 

of this occasion to say, that in my judgment, no 

purer or more upright statesman ‘than Miilard Fill- 

more has ever filled the presidential chair since 

the organization of the Government. It is true | 
that I differed with him as to the wisdom and pro- 

priety of one of the leading measures of his Ad- | 
ministration; but it never entered my imagina- 
tion fora moment that he was governed by any 
other than the purest and most patriotic motives. 
But the facts which came to my knowledge satis- 
fied me that there was some radical defect in the 
existing laws regulating the compensation of cus- 
tom-house officers; and I was satisfied that no- 
thing would be so likely to secure prompt and 
speedy action upon the subject as an exhibition of 
the consequences that were likely to result from 
further delay. 

| am well aware that those whose interests are | 
affected by this movement will regard it as a very 
great piece of impertinence on my part to interfere 
in the matter, and will not be slow to retaliate 
whenever and wherever they can make their influ- 
ence felt. 

I have no ambition for a contest with these | 
** daughters of the horse-leech,’’ whoare scattered | 
throughout the length and breadth of the land, for 
1 should be sure to get worsted. For if there was 
any truth in the maxim that ‘* Money is power,”’ 
it is most emphatically true in this country, and | 
of this mammon-worshipping generation. I have, 
therefore, every reason for desiring to avoid such 
acontest. I have done only what I believed to be 
my duty, and am entirely willing to let conse- 
quences take care of themselves. }| 

| move that the message and accompanying doc- | 
uments be referred to the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. | 

Mr. COBB. IF move to reconsider the vote just || 
taken, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the || 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting a statement of the accounts | 
which have been due more than three years prior || 
to the Ist of July, 1852, on the books of the Regis- | 
ter of the Treasury. 

Ordered, ‘lo lie upon the table, and to be printed. 


A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting a report of the facts and the 
law applicable to a claim presented to the Depart- 
ment by the legal representatives of Lieutenant 
Robert Browning, late of the United States Navy, 
deceased. 

The communication and accompanying docu- 
ments having been read, were, on the motion of 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 


A communication from the War Department, 
made in pursuance of an act approved April 2d, 
1794, transmitting a statement of the expenses of 
the national armories, and of the arms and append- 
ages made and repaired thereat during the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1852. 


Ordered, To lie upon the table, and to be printed. 


ST. LOUIS AND IRON MOUNTAIN RAILROAD. | 


Mr. DARBY. I ask the consent of the House | 
to introduce a very short bill, which merely grants 
the right of way through the land of the arsenal 
and Jefferson barracks, in Sr. Louis, to a railroad 
company already organized. A survey of the | 
road has been made, and the company want no 
money, but merely the right of way. ‘ens that 
by unanimous consent the bill may be read 
through, consisting as it does of not more than 
half a dozen lines, for information, and that it 
may be passed. 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE. Does it ask for a 
grant of land? - 

Mr. DARBY. It does not ask for a grant of 
land nor a grant of money. 


The bill was then read a first and second time |’ 


by its title, as follows: 

“A bill granting the right of way to the St. Louis and 
Iron Mountain Railroad Company.” 

The bill was then read through for information. | 

Mr. STUART. Let me suggest to the gentle- | 
man from Missouri to give a little more authority 
to some officer of this Government to say whether || 
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|igration at that time, was $8,000,000. 
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that road shall be located at all or not. The lan 
guage of the bill is by no means explicit, |; pe 
serts affirmatively at the beginning that the rte 
of way is given, and the location is made, subject 
to the approval, &c.; that is, it must be beatin’ 
somewhere, but this officer shall say where | 
want the language changed, so as to authorize 
some officer of this Government to say whether it 
shall be located there at all or not. ; 

Mr. DARBY. I have no objection to adopting 
in this bill the precise phraseology of the bil! passed 
at the last session for the Sackett’s Harbor and 
Ellisburgh Railroad Company, provided unani- 
mous consent be granted for that purpose, 

Mr.STUART. My object will be accomplished 
by the addition of the icowinn proviso: 

Provided, That said location can be made consis 
with the public interest in that quarter. 

Mr. DARBY. I accept that amendment. 

The bill as modified was then ordered to be ep. 
grossed and read a third time, and having been 
engrossed, it was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. FREEMAN. I desire to submit a resoly. 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Brooks] is entitled to the floor on the 
bill to establish a branch Mint of the United States 
in the city of New York. 


CENSUS STATISTICS. 


Mr. FREEMAN. [ask leave of the House to 
introduce the following resolution of inquiry; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be reqnested 
to furnish this House with any information, which the Sy- 
perintendent may have excluded from his reports, illustra 
ting the social condition of the countries of Europe, inclu 
ding any important facts respecting education, pauperism, 
crime, taxation, wages, and public administration and ex- 
penditure. 


Mr. STUART. I desire to inquire, the Chair 
having announced that the gentleman from New 
York was entitled to the floor on the New York 
branch Mint bill, whether the time occupied in the 
consideration of this resolution will be taken out 
of the morning hour? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that it 
will come out of the morning hour. 

Mr. STUART. ThenI have no objection to 
the resolution of the gentleman from Mississippi. 

Mr. FREEMAN. I will simply state that I 


believe there is valuable information in the Census 


tently 


| Bureau which has not been reported to the House. 


I desire that it may be laid before the country, as 
it has been procured at the public expense. | 
hope the resolution will be permitted to pass with- 
out opposition. 

Mr. LETCHER. I should like to inquire of 
my friend from Mississippi, whether the object is 
to prepare another book for publication before the 
census is printed? I object to the resolution. 

Mr. FREEMAN. I trust the gentleman will 
withdraw his objection. 

a. LETCHER. When that information 
comes in, the next movement will be to print it in 
book form. 

Mr. FREEMAN here made a remark which 
was totally inaudible at the reporters’ desk. 

Mr.SEYMOUR, of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
when I was interrupted in my remarks on last 
Monday by the expiration of the morning hour, 
I had stated the amount of gold coming into New 
York from California, and the amount received 
there of foreign coins in payment of Government 
dues, and also that which was estimated to be 
brought there by emigration, at $60,000,000 per 
annum. On reviewing statistical returns, on which 
we can rely with the fullest confidence, I am sat- 
isfied that | was mistaken in the amount, and have 

laced it much lower than I ought to have done. 
The amount of gold which came in there from 

California during the last year—and everybody 
acquainted with the extending resources of that 
port must see that this amount is destined from 
year to year to increase—the amount, I say, last 
year, was between $50,000,000 and $60,000,000. 
And, on recurring to the tables presented to this 
House by Mr. Walker, late Secretary ofthe Treas- 
ury, as long ago as the year 1848, it will be seen 
that the amount received there from foreign em- 
That 
may now be safely estimated at least as high a8 
$12,000,000, owing to a large increase of emigra- 
tion, and especially an emigration of a more sub- 
stantial character than was formerly the case. 
This is in addition to what is annually collected in 









18 








the 


ern! 
this 











larg) 
Th 
Cal 
trib 
lt 
that 


coul 








pas: 
sho 
col 
con 
don 
Ne’ 
ore: 
cen 
wil 
oth 
Ph 
pel 
at 
um 
Pei 
am 
sar 
bat 
80) 


I ¢ 
the 


tic 
po 
mi 
or 
Al 
it 


at 
ge 
Ww 
m 
re 

















1853. 


ne shape of foreign coins. The dues to the Gov- 
ernment there received must swell the amount, at 
+ . ‘me; to at least $70,000,000 per annum. This 
a re amount Is at that port seeking coinage. 
l'hose who bring gold in the shape of bullion from 
California, desire that it may be coined to be dis- 
»ihuted throughout the country. ae 

“It is manifestly the interest of this Government 
that foreign coin coming here stamped in foreign 
countries, not easily recognized, and not freely 
ssing among our citizens engaged in commerce, 
‘hould be recoined, and receive the stamp of the 
coin of our own country. All this might be ac- 
omplished to a far greater extent than is now 
done, if a branch Mint were located at the city of 
New York. That is the point towards which this 
creat amount.of specie and of bullion is being con- 
~entrated by the natural channels of commerce. I 
will now state, in reply to the remark made on the 
other side, that this could all be transferred to 
Philadelphia in a short time, and at a small ex- 
nense, that the annual charge would be at least 
«30,000 for the amount received at the present 
time. And it is admitted by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Cuanp.er] that the lowest 
amount, even under the pressure which is neces- 
sarv in order to avoid the result he is here com- 
bating, he supposes th's could be carried for on 


pa 


some offer which has been made by somebody— | 


I do not know who—is $25,000 per annum. 

Mr. FLORENCE. My colleague can inform 
the gentleman. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. If it be made by a corpora- 
tion, it will make no difference with me in the 
point which I intend to make. Neither will it 
make a difference whether the amount be $25,000 
or $30,000. I understand that the Camden and 
Amboy Railroad Company have offered to carry 
it for the price specified by the gentleman. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desire only to call the 
attention of my colleague to the suggestion of the 
gentleman, that he was not aware that the persons 
who offered to do this were responsible, because 
my colleague knows as well as | do that they are 
responsible. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. 
citly in regard to that. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I do not desire to inter- 
rupt the gentleman, but he can appreciate the in- 
terest I feel in this matter; and it is, therefore, | 
that I desire he may be made acquainted with the 

facts of the case. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. 
terest which the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
felt in this matter before. 
whatever it be, is to be borne by somebody, and, 
even taking it at the amount at which the gentle- 
man would have it now placed, without, I think; 
any sufficient guarantee that it can be held there 
for years to come, I submit to this House whether 
itis nota charge on the country, on the producers 
of gold, and on those who come to that port, 
where they desireto change foreign coin for Amer- 
ican, which should not be imposed? It falls upon 
somebody, and, as in all of these cases, every 
such charge falls upon the producer, or upon the 
emigrant who brings in this foreign coin. 

But, sir, the view of this asa tax extorting from 
the producers and those who bring coin of foreign 


I have said nothing expli- 


countries here to an amount which should not be | 


imposed upon them for the benefit of private spec- 
ulation—for it all goes to the bankers—is not the 
worst view of the case. It was a favorite idea 
with the people of this country, particularly with 
that party to which youand [ belong, Mr. Speak- 
er, that, in establishing an Independent Treasury— 
a constitutional Treasury in this country, we 
should secure to the people a circulating medium 
in the precious metals—we should drive out spu- 
rious bank paper—we should put a check to those 
expansions which shipwrecked the business of 
the country in 1837, and we should give the peo- 
ple what they deserve to have, a constitutional 
hard money currency. This effort seems likely 
to fail, unless you can have planted at that point 
where the greatest portion of your revenue is col- 
lected, and towards which this vast influx of the 
precious metal tends, an institution which will 
convert this into a circulating medium—not into 
ingots, not into fifty dollar pieces, not into twenty 
dollat pieces, not even into eagles, but into the 
smaller coin, to be distributed among the people 
in the ordinary interchanze of business. 

We achieved the establishment of an Independ- 


I was aware of the deep in- 


But, sir, this expense, | 
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ent Treastry, after along and violent political 
struggle, and we have been here waiting for years 
to realize the golden expectations then promised , 
without even seeming to advance one step towards 
the anticipated result. That sagacious man, who, 
during the administration of President Polk, stood 
at the head of the financial affairs of this Govern 
ment, perceived this necessity, and in the very first 
communication that Mr. Walker made as Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to this Houge, in December, 
1845, he urged on Congress, in connection with 
carrying out the measures intended by the estab- 
lishment of an Independent Treasury the establish- 
ment also of a branch Mint at the city of New 
York. 

He again repeated this recommendation in his 
report in 1846. He renewed it again in 1847, and 
in 1848 he spread out at large one of the most 
powerful arguments that has ever been presented 
yet upon this subject. 

I have not time here, and it would not be, per- 
haps, interesting to this House to listen to the 
reading of that portion of the letterof Mr. Secre- 
tary Walker; but | commend it to the attention of 
every gentleman here as an argument that never 
has been answered, and never can be, fully estab- 
lishing the necessity of a branch Mint at New 
York. What has been the fate of this measure, 
thus strongly recommended, and that, too, froma 
source which enjoyed the confidence of the domi- 
nant party of this country? Why, a bill passed 
this House establishing the Mint in New York. 
It was defeated by a small vote in the Senate. 
Another bill was introduced here since that, and 
was defeated in this House. I shall not here at- 
tempt to delineate the causes which have led to the 
defeat of a measure so strongly recommended and 
so much needed as this is confessed to be by the 
whole commercial community. Every gentleman 
present knows what those causes are, and I do 
not design to occupy the time of the House in re 
capitulating them. Let it be remembered that 
these powerful . recommendations of Secretary 
Walker were made anterior to the reception of 
the golden harvest from California. In 1848 we 
had not begun to realize, in its effects upon our 
commerce and trade, the possession within our own 
borders of such a vast quantity of the precious 
metals. In 1848, the Secretary says that the 
amount of coinage from 1792 at the Mint at Phil- 
adelphia had been only the sum of $116,000,000, 
after a period of fifty-three years from the estab- 
lishment of that Mint, and yet since 1848 down 
to the present time, embracing the coinage of 1852, 
we have exceeded the amount of all the previous 
coinage by $80,000,000, making the amount of 
coinage within the last five years $196,000,000, 
and upwards. This appears by the following 
table: 


Coinage (excepting copper) at the Philadelphia Mint 
from 1846 to 1852, both inclusive. 














MOB iis esis Gele c ci Me ces: 
Silver 
$6 592,757 
BP uccvnsSaoeud Gold. 
Silver 
22,595,835 
0 ere ern 
Silver... ..cccces 2,140,050 
ite §8ISSR 
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—--- - 113,122,711 
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—_————__ 33,847,833 
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—— 63,328,889 
VESR...ccvcccess REE EEL $51,505,628 
Silver... .cccccces £47,310 
52,352,948 
Whole coinage in seven years......... $196 516,435 





Why is it that the amount of the circulating 
medium has not been increased, and instead of 
having a larger volume of specie currency in this 
country, we are inundated to a greater extent than 
you werein 1837, with the issue of worthless 
bank paper? It is because the Mint has not given 
us an adequate amount of the smaller denomina- 
tions of coin. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the honorable gen- 
tleman allow me to deny that assertion? 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I hope that the gentleman 
will not interrupt me. 
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You assert that which is 


Mr. CHANDLER. 
not the fact. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I declare ut now. 

Mr. CHANDLER... Then you assert that 
which is not the fact. 

Mv. SEYMOUR. I lay it down as a fact es- 
tablished by official data, and I have before me, 
the proof of it. 1 refer to the gold coinage of the 
year 1851, which I gather from reliable statistics. 
They are as follows: Whole coinage of gold, 
$62,614,492. Of this there were, of double eagles, 
$48,043,100; eagles, $4,393,280; half eagles, 
$2,651,955; quarter eagles, $3,867,337; and dol 
lars, $3,608,520. Thus it appears that the comage 
of that year of gold, was $62,614,000, and of 
that there were coined in twenty dollar gold pieces, 
which scarcely ever find their way Into circula- 
tion in the country, $48,000,000 and upwards, 
leaving only $14,500,000 devoted to that species 
of currency which answers the purposes of gen- 
eral circulation. Fourteen milliens and a half less 
by $6,000,000 than the amount of gold coined 
in 1847, before we had received this vast amount 
from California. 

But | perceive that my limited time is pass- 
ing, and that | must omit to say many things I 
would be glad to present upon thus subject, and 
will call the attention of the House to one or 
two other points in conelusion., Notonly has the 
vast amount of precious metal increased during 
this time, and found its way to New York, but 
there has been a large increase of commerce also 
at that point since 1848. The amount of exports 
and imports at that city then was $129,000,000, 
while the amount now is €180,000,000, of which 
during the past year. $37,000,000 were in specie. 
The great problem laid down by Mr. Walker for 
us, as an American Congress, to nccomplish, is 
yet to be worked out, and that is, to plant in this 
country a power that will successfully countervail 
that on the other side ofthe water, which has con- 
trolled the financial operations of the world, I 
move the previous question, 

| Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. VENABLE. Had not the gentleman’s 
time expired before he moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. 
House. 

Mr. VENABLE. 
down. 

The question was then put on Mr. Seymour’s 
motion, and on a division there were—ayes 7 
noes not counted. 

Mr. FLORENCE demanded tellers, which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Davis, of Indiana, and Wiu- 
cox were appointed. 


The motion is before the 


I hope it will be voted 


») 
~, 


The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported that there were—ayes 76, noes 44. 

So the previous question being seconded, the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The question now being upon the rejection of 
the bill, 

Mr. FLORENCE demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Speaker, I wish to present 
some views. 

Mr. HOUSTON I have no obiection to the 
gentleman makingghis speech, but 1 present the 
point of order that this is not the time contempla- 
ted by the rule, for him to close the debate. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is with 
the gentleman to determine whether he will avail 
himself of the privilege now, or take the chances 
hereafter 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
pired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 

Mr. BURT. [rise to suggest to the Chair that, 
under the rule, the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Brooks] has no right at this moment to make a 
speech, at the conclusion of this debate. That 
rule, governing this matter, as | remember, gives 
the right to the member who reports a bill to the 
House. Now, sir, this bill has not been received 
by the House. It has been merely presented to 
the House; and I submit to the Chair, that the 
gentieman from New York has noright, under the 
rule, to occupy the floor at this time te make an 
hour’s speech. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition is not, ac- 
cording to the decision of the Chair, upon the re- 
ception of the bill 
not raised. 


Has the morning hour ex- 


The question of re eption 18 
The 116th rule reads thus: 
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«< The first reading of a bill shall be for information, and 
if opposition be made to it, the question shall be ‘ Shall this 
bill be rejected?’ If no opposition be made, or if the ques 
tion to reject be negatived, the bill shall go to its second 
reading without a queston.”’ 


The Chair decided at the time the question of re- 
jection was originated, that it was debatable from 
the very nature of the question, involving, as it 
did, the fate of the bill. If debate was in order at 
all, under the rule just quoted, it follows, in the 
opinion of the Chair, from another rule of the 
House, that the gentleman has the right to close 
the debate. 

Mr. BURT. Read the rule. 

The 34th rule was then read as follows: 

“*No member shall occupy more than one hour in debate 
on any question in the House or in Committee ; but a mem- 
ber reporting the measure under consideration from a com- 
mittee, may open and close the debate,” &c. 

Mr. BURT. The point I make is, that the bill 
is not under consideration. It is not reported to 
the House. It is presented to the House, but has 


not been received by it; and the question which |, 


the House has been considering for the last two 
mornings is, whether that bill shall be received or 
rejected? That is the very question. The Chair 
draws a distinction between the question of re- 
ception as recognized by our rules, and the ques- 
tion as presented by the rules in this case, which 
is as to the rejection of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair held that it was 
debatable, involving, as it did, the fate of the bill. 

Mr. BURT. | was not aware that there had 
been any decision upon the point. 

The SPEAKER. That was the decision, and, 
in conformity with that decision, the Chair thinks 
that the gentleman from New York, under the 
34th rule, has a right to close the debate. 

Mr. BROOKS then proceeded to address the 
House in favor of the bill. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Has the morning hour ex- 


vired ? 
The SPEAKER. It has. 
Mr. BROOKS. I hope the gentleman from 


Alabama will allow us to dispose of this bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir, I cannot. I move 
that the House proceed to the business on the 
Speaker’s table; and, in connection with that mo- 
tion, I move that the rules be suspended, and that 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STANLY. 
put upon the motion to proceed to the business on 

* the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decided the other 
day, and the House acquiesced in the decision, 
that the uniform practice was, when the two mo- 
tions were made following one another, to put the 
question first upon the motion to suspend the 
rules. That has always been the practice here, 
and the decision of the Chair was sustained the 
other day upon an appeal, as the gentleman will 
recollect. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Hovston’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Brown, of 
Mississippi, in the chair.) 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the business be- 
fore the committee was the consideration of House 
bill No. 335, ‘‘ to supply deficiencies in the appro- 
yriations for the service of the fiscal year ending 
Saas 30th, 1853.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. When the debate was closed 
by resolution, upon this bill, it was my desire to 
have occupied at least a portion of the hour that 
is allowed me under the rule, for the purpose of 
calling the attention of the committee to some of 
the provisions of the bill. It did seem to me then, 
and it seemed to me at the time the bill was taken 
up, that it was very important that its provisions 
should be discussed. They have not, however, 
been even alluded to. Since the debate was closed, 
I have not been allowed to take up the bill, so that 
there is now so little time remaining for the action 
of the two Houses upon the various appropriation 
bills, as well as the other matters that necessarily 
come up for action, that Iam disposed to abandon 
the intention I had of addressing the House upon 
the subject, and I will therefore merely propose 
several amendments to the bill. They are very 
important amendments, which have been commu- 


' Clerk 


Must not the question be first 


nicated to the committee since the delate has been 
closed. | 
Mr. McMULLIN. I wish to ask the chair- 
man of the Committeeron Ways and Means a 
question with regard to this bill. I desire to know | 
if the bill provides for the payment of the extra 
allowances to the several clerks? 
Mr. HOUSTON. This bill does provide for 
that, although it provides for it under another 
name. At the last session of Congress, an ap- 
propriation was made for the contingent expenses 
of the House, according to the estimate of the 
of the House. After that appropriation 
had been made, the House passed various resolu- 
tions, some of them increasing salaries, and direct- | 
ing payment out of the contingent fund, and others | 
giving extra compensation to the employees in 
this Capitol, and about the public grounds. The 
Clerk has considered that he was not only au- | 
thorized to do so, but that it was his duty to | 
use the money that was appropriated by the civil | 
and diplomatic bill, for the payment of the extra 
compensation voted under resolutions of this House, | 
and that has created the necessity for a large por- | 
tion of the deficiency in the fund to meet the va- | 
rious expenditures of the House. 


Mr. McMULLIN. Will the chairman of the | 


Committee on Ways and Means state the aggre- || 


gate amount, as far as he has been able to ascer- 
tain? I also desire to know whether this bill 
makes provision for any similar appropriation | 
hereafter ? 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


Itdoes not. Mr. Chairman, 
Ways and Means thought it the most proper 
course of legislation to separate what has been 
used heretofore as the contingent fund of the 
House into its various classes, and to appropriate | 
for each of the various classes as estimated by the 
Clerk. The committee adopted this course for | 
the purpose, in part, of preventing what | am | 
very free to say I regard as a great waste of money 
at the close of each session, by adopting simple 
resolutions by the House to pay various sums for 
one purpose or another out of the contingent fund. 
We believed that if it was not in conflict with the 
letter, it was in direct conflict with the spirit of the | 
Constitution, which provides that no money shall | 
be taken from the Treasury of the United States 
without being first appropriated. We believed | 








that it was not in conformity with the spirit of 
that clause to appropriate some two or three or | 
four hundred thousand dollars to cover, the con- | 
tingencies of the House, or to cover the contin- 
gencies of the Senate, and then, when the money 
was taken by that authority from the Treasury, | 
to divert it by a simple resolution of either body 
to paying a bill of expenses for Kossuth, or to 
pay extra compensation to clerks, or to create new 
offices and pay the salaries out of the contingent 
fund, or to whatever purpose they may choose to 
divert it. The object of the committee was to 
specify each item of expenditure, as estimated by 
the Clerk, and let each appropriation be applied to 
the object for which it was appropriated, and none | 
other. 

In the civil and diplomatic bill of the last session, 
there was an appropriation made for the purpose 
of paying the salaries of the index clerks, amount- 
ing to $30,000, ora little under. That, of course, 
was oneof the items of the contingentfund. Yet 
that appropriation has been used to meet the reso- 
lutions passed at the close of the last session of 
Congress, increasing the salaries of some of: the 
officers, and giving extra compensation to all of 








them; so that there is now an item in this defi- 
ciency bill of $28,000, or thereabouts, to pay the 
salaries of these index clerks of the House. That 
illustrates the principle upon which most of the 
appropriations for deficiencies which have arisen | 
in the department of the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives. They were brought about by 
our own action. We passed resolutions, without 
any consideration at all, directing the Clerk of the 
House to pay out of the contingent fund of the 
House, theseamounts. But the Clerk felt author- | 
ized, indeed he felt it to be his duty, to apply to 
the payment of miscellaneous items the appropria- | 
tion designed originally for the compensation of | 
the index clerks. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to ask the | 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means | 
one question. Was there not an estimate from | 
the Clerk’s office to pay the index clerks, as they | 
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|| about $30,000; and if there was an 
| brought before the Committee on Ways 
| or before the House for the payment ¢ 
| tra compensation? And I ask if the Clerk of 


| and then come here and attempt to 


| have been applied to the payment of the salariq 


| poses. 


|| with myself, called upon the Clerk to know if \y 
at the last session of Congress the Committee on || 
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of these index clerks; but in consequence of ¢) 
diversion of the appropriation by the Clerk Of the 
House, these clerks have not received one dolls, 
of their regular salaries since the commencenyey, 
of the present fiscal year. F 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will answer the gentleman 
as farasican. As I have before remarked, \}, 
estimates, as originally presented by the Clerk y 
the Committee on Ways and Means, was fo; » 
aggregate sum for the contingent fund of th 
House. But when we requested him to presey, 
his estimates in separate items, among the rest hp 
presented one of $30,000 for miscellaneous py;. 


* 


My friend from North Carolina, [Mr. Vey. 
BLE,] who had received some information that thy 
index clerks were not provided for, in company 


had estimated that $30,000 to provide for thes 
clerks. He assured us it was; but afterwards, 
when the House passed a resolution directing hin 
to pay other sums for other objects out of the cop. 
tingent fund, then the question presented its 
to him—I presume, as a matter of discretion 
whether he should pay the index clerks, or whether 
he should appropriate the money to pay the las 
orders of the tie I think the Clerk commii. 
ted an error in paying the extra compensation, 
instead of the regular salaries of the officers of the 
House. But be that as it may, he had the a- 
thority of the House Cirecting him to pay out of 
the contingent fund these several sums, and he did 
pay this extra compensation out of an appropri: 
tion which was designed for an other object, - 
though not so specified in the bill. By this means 
there is left a deficiency in the salaries of thes 
index clerks, whereas that deficiency was created 
by diverting the money appropriated to pay the 

salaries of these clerks for the purpose of paying 

the extra compensation subsequently ordered by 

the House. 

Now, in justice to the Clerk, I desire to say, that 
there were other causes creating this deficiency, 
besides this resolution for extra compensation \ 
the regular officers about the House and Capitol 
1 say it with all respect to my colleagues in thi 
House; but I must say that I do not think ita 
wise course of legislation to create officers in the 
manner in which they were created at the close of 
the last session of Congress. A number of off- 
cers, of one grade or another, was created by 
a resolution after the estimates of the Clerk were 
sent in, and I think, even after the passage of the 
civil and diplomatic bill by this House. This 
the cause, I have no doubt, of some of these def- 
ciencies. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I think the chairman of the 
Committee on Ways and Means has shown why 
the Clerk of the House may have appropriated this 
$30,000 which was intended for the index clerks, 
to another purpose. The fault lies with the mem- 
bers of the House, and not with the Clerk. I am 
sure the gentleman does not mean to reflect upon the 
Clerk. It is true that, in my opinion, he ought ( 
have complied strictly with the intention of the 
House in making the appropriation; but he had 
the authority of the House for paying out the 
money in the manner in which he paid it. The 
fault lies with the members of the House. I trust, 77 
when the civil and diplomatic bill comes up, the 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means 
will be able to show the House that we ought not 
to make these additional appropriations to the 
officers of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In reply to the latter sug- 
gestion of my friend from Virginia, I will say that 
so far as 1 am concerned—and I am sure all the 
members of the committee have done the same— ‘ 
the Committee on Ways and Means have labored 
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industriously to specify each item of appropriation, 
that there might be no mistake, and that no abuse 
might creep in from any quarter. I believe it is 
better policy for Congress to specify these appro- 
riations, each under its appropriate head; but itis 
impossible that it should be done, so far as every 
dollar is concerned; for there are contingencies 
which necessarily arise which cannot be antict- 
ated, and therefore cannot be provided for. I will 
name an item or two. For instance, you want a 
contingent fund in the House, and also in the Sen- 
ate, for the purpose of paying the funeral expenses 
of members who may die during the session of 
Congress. You want a contingent fund of the 
House also, for the purpose of paying the ex- 
penses of the Sergeant-at-Arms, or the Speaker, 
in the discharge of their duties connected with the 
House, and to meet various other items which 
cannot be anticipated with any degree of accuracy, 
and which must, to some extent, constitute a con- 
tingent fund. 
But the practice of appropriating the entire 
amount of the expenditures of the two Houses in 
one round sum, for each House, under the head 
of contingencies, and then allowing that House, 


without any other authority than by a simple res- | 


olution, passed in the excitement of the moment, in 
the hurry and confusion of the close of a session 
of Congress, is one which every person who has 
paid any attention to the manner in which these 
things are done, must see is a very bad one. 
this means money is diverted from the channel for 
which it was intended to another and far different 
one. It seems to me that Congress ought not to 
appropriate money in this manner. I shall, when 
the civil and diplomatic bill comes up—and | am 
glad the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. MceMvt- 
Ltn] has called the attention of the House to this 
subject—ask Congress to appropriate a specific 
amount for each item for the two Houses, and that 
no money shall! be expended for any other object 
than that for which it was appropriated. 

I now ask that the amendments I have sent to 
the Clerk’s desk may be read. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I ask if it is 
not the usual mode to read the bill section by sec- 
tion for amendments? 


The CHAIRMAN. That is the usual prac- | 


tice. 


By | 
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ArRcniTec?’s Orrice, Ex. U.S.C... ) 

W asHineton, December 28, 1852. § 
Sir: I find that there will be a deficiency of appropria 
tion for the repair of the Congressional Library of $20 500, 
which has occurred in consequence of the injuries from the 
fire being greater than were af first supposed, and from the 
impossibility of estimating accurately the cost of so novel 
and difficuita work, as weil as from a more expensive finish 


; having been decided upon than was at first contemplated. 


Mr. STANTON. Then I ask that that course | 


may be pursued now. 
he Clerk then proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Mr. Chair- 
man, I am instructed by the Committee on Public 
Buildings to offer an amendment to the clause of 
the bill which provides for the extension of the 
Capitol. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

For the completion of the repairs of the Congressional 


Library room, authorized by an act approved March 19, 
1852, $20,500. 


Mr. STANTON. I simply desire to say, in refer- || 


ence to the amendment which I have offered, that 
it has been recommended by the Secretary of the 
Interior, upon estimates furnished to him by the 
architect. The original estimate furnished by the 
architect for the completion of the Library room 
was $72,000. That sum, or nearly that amount, 
has been expended, and it has not been sufficient 
to complete the whole structure. The reason why 
it is necessary to have an additional appropriation 


is, that when the first estimate was made, it was | 


made simply to supply the iron work; which has 
cost, indeed, just about thesum estimated, or within 
a few thousand dollars, showing that as far as the 
estimate went, it was correct. After the architect 
took possession of the room, he found that much 
more damage had been done by the fire than was 
at first anticipated. He had to cut out a great deal 
of the stone work, and to tear up the foundation. 
The foundation was not found sufficiently solid. 
The floor, instead of being made solid from the top 
of the arches up to the pavement, had been filled 
in with sand, rubbish, loose bricks, &c., and was 
by no means compact. It was necessary for him 
to dig down and remove that rubbish; in order to 
secure a solid foundation for the iron work, by 
which means the expense has been greatly in- 
creased beyond the first estimate. I have before 
me a statement of the architect in reference to 
these expenses, which will explain the necessit 
for this appropriation; and if the House desire it 
to be read, I will send it to the Clerk. 
The letter was read by the Clerk, as follows: 


I find my estimate of quantities in the iron work to cor 
respond very nearly with the actual amount of material 
used, but it was impossible to say with certainty what the 
prices would be until the bidders for the work bad submitted 
their propogals. In order to show the uncertainty of the 
cost of so unusal a work, I subjoin a list of the aggregate 
of each of the bids, founded on the quantities ascertained 
by my own estimate, which, as before remarked, has proved 
to be substantially correct: 


E. Corning & Co., Albany ...... 2.0. cccccece ccMft sone 
TRO. Os CH COUP WON Moccckc cccvcbecescts 85,869 
Ri Te RR NI, Sass deh ccc tivcicdibs 77,492 
Bi Ba. Ratna AOE ook on: dss ccve ic scicvtsere 72,968 
End. By le, CO... BEOOR in cece vecceccccecs 72,851 
Carniey, King & Co., Albany... ....csscccee: 72.646 
Bogardus & Hopper, New York............... 72,518 
Janes, Beebe & Co., New York.............. 59,872 


It will be observed that all the bids except the last, ex- 
ceed the whole amount of the appropriation, and the ditfer- 
ence between the highest and the lowest is $27,764. The 
lowest bid was accepted, and I have the satisfaction to say, 
that the work has been executed as well and as faithfully 
as it could have been done by any one. 

The style of finish I propose to give to the work is as fol 
lows : 

All the plain surfaces of the ceilings, both horizontal and 
vertical, to be gilded in three shades of gold leaf, so dis- 
posed as to give depth and effect to the panels. All the or 
namental mouldings, pendants, and drops of the ceiling to 
be finished in gold bronze, and the prominent parts to be 
tipped with gold, burnished so as to produce a sparkling ef. 
fect against the dead gold surfaces. 

The large consoles to be painted in light bronze green 
tipped with gold bronze and burnished gold, for the purpose 
of giving rehef to the fruits and foliage. 

All the cases, the railings and the remaining iron work to 
be finished with light gold bronze, tipped on all the parts 
which receive the strongest light, with burnished gold. 

The walls to be frescoed in ornamental panels corre- 
sponding with the rest of the work. 

In the finish of this room, I desire to keep up the idea of 
the whole being composed of metal, which could not be 
done if other than metallic colors were used; and I think 
that the effect of the finish here proposed will be perfectly 
harmonious, and will impart to the room a brilliancy and 
richness consistent with its architecture. 

The estimate here given is founded on this description of 
finish. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THO, U. WALTER, 
| Architect Repairing Congressional Library. 
Hon. Avex. H. H. Stuart, Secretary of the Interior. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I take it for granted that 
the committee will adopt the amendment. I only 
desire to say that this architect has not proved, to 
my mind, his worthiness of the station he now 
occupies. He has madea very wide mistake, not 
only upon this, but upon former occasions. [| 
hope the time will come when we shall have more 
accurate calculations submitted to us. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Stanton, and it was agreed 
to. 

Mr. DEAN. I propose to amend theclause of 
the bill which provides for finishing and keeping 
in order Lafayette Square, as follows: Add there- 
to, ** For compensation to Clark Mills for erect- 
ing the equestrian statue of General Jackson, on 
Lafayette Square, $20,000.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. I rise to a question of order. 
It is this: that that appropriation is not in order 
to this bill. There is no authority of law for it, 
and it is not a deficiency. 

Mr. DEAN. The bill to which I offer the 
amendment is a deficiency bill, and this amend- 
ment proposes to provide for work already done. 
We have the same—— 

Mr. GOODENOW. 

_ debate is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair recollects that 
there was an appropriation of $5,000 last year. 

| That, however, was for the pedestal of the monu- 
ment. 

Mr. DEAN. There was a law making an 
appropriation last year towards completing this 
monument. It makes no difference whether that 
was for the pedestal or for the statue itself. 

|| Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that the Gov- 
ernment gave cannon for the material, and gave the 
pedestal. There is no deficiency, so far as the 
compensation of the artist is concerned. 

Mr. POLK. If it is in order for Congress to 
make an appropriation attached to a bill of this 
character, for the purpose of forming a pedestal, 
surely it is in order to make an appropriation to 

|| reward the artist for his genius. ft 


I submit the point that 


cannet see the | 
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difference. One was in order, and was so enter- 
tained last session, and surely this is in order. 

Mr. DEAN. This is merely to supply a def- 
ciency. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has some 
doubts about the question, but will sustain the 
amendment as being in order. 

Mr. GOODENOW. From that decision | take 
an appeal. 

The question was then put: ** Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?’ 
and it was decided in the negative. 

So the decision of the Chair was overruled. 

The Clerk resumed and progressed in the read- 
ing of the bill. 

Mr. GORMAN. I offer an amendment to the 
clause providing for the completion of the Census, 
to come in at the end thereof 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


Out of which the Superintendent of the Ceneus shall 
he allowed a compensation at the rate of #3,000 per annum, 
from the time his salary as Secretary of the Censas Board 
ceases. 

Mr. GORMAN. It will be remembered by 
those who have taken the pains to look at the 
controversy which arose between the Superin- 
tendent of the Census and a Senator, in regard to 
his salary, that it was contended that according 
to the law creating this Census Board, he, as Sec- 
retary of the Board, was entitled to a salary, and 
that according to the law subsequently passed, 
creating a Superintendent of the Census, that it 
would allow him todraw pay in two capacities. By 
the construction of the Comptroller his salary was 
$3,000, but by a law passed by the Senate at the 
last session of Congress, and by the House this 
session, he is enabled to draw only $2,500, al- 
though the salary was really 43,000. Thus, by a 
law which had.in view only to prevent him from 
drawing pay in two capacities, he has been de- 
prived of that $500 for some time. 

The object of my amendment is only to correct, 
and make the law conform to its original inten- 
tion, and to give to the Superintendent of the Ceén- 
sus the salary originally allowed. If it passes he 
will draw pay in only one capacity, and will settle 
the controversy which has arisen between him and 
the Comptroller. He only wants the fixed salary 
of $3,000, which it was intended by law that he 
should have, and which was given him under law 
at first. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. At the second ses- 
sion of the Thirty-first Congress, a law was 
passed creating a Census Board, consisting of the 
Postmaster General, the Secretary of State, and 
the Attorney General, to make preparations for the 
taking of the Seventh Census, in framing blanks, 
&c. That Board, by the same law, was author- 
ized to appoint a secretary, at a salary of $3,000 
perannum. At the first session of the Thirty- 
first Congress, the law providing for the taking of 
the Seventh Census, and the creation of a Super 
intendent of the Census, at a salary of $2,500, 
was passed. The clerk of the Census Board, under 
the first law, was appointed the Superintendent of 
the Census. I understand that Board never had 
authority to meet after the passage of the law of 
1850, providing for the taking of the census 
Then, sir, it is said by some, that he claimed the 
salaries of both offices. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Does the centleman mean 
to say that he intended to commit fraud? I am 
authorized to say that he never attempted to get 
both of the salaries. 

Mr. JONES. I do not say that he did, but I 
say that it was contended by some he was entitled 
to it. If I mistake not, opinions were given by 

| some 6f the high functionaries of the Government 
that, perhaps, he was entitled to both. A law 
was passed at the last session providing that he 
should receive only one salary. A law which parsed 
the Senate at the last session passed the House at 
the present session prqviding that, from the time he 
became the Superintendent of the Census, under 
the law of 1850 he should receive the salary fixed 
by that law, which was $2,500. I think that law 
was fair. He discharged the duties of the Super- 
intendent of the Census as soon as that law was 
passed, and he should receive the salary attached 
to it. I believe he has received $3,000 per annum 
from that time till now, and if we do not pass some 
law on the subject he will have to reimburse the 
Government to the amount of 4500 per annum, 
which is over and above the salary of Superin- 
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tendent of the Census as fixed by the law of 
1850. 

| Liere the hammer fell. | 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move to 
strike out the sum of 83,000 and to insert $3,001. 

{ think, Mr. Chairman, that the gentleman from 
Tennessee is mistaken in one or two views of this 
case which he has presented. The Census Board 
was not discontinued in 1850, as he states, and for 
which Mr. Kennedy was clerk, at a salary of 
$3,000. It isetrue, that while he was clerk of the 
Census Board, and while that Board was still in 
existence, as it was much later, as will be seen 
from the report of 1851, the appointment of Su- 
perintendent of the Census was conferred upon 
him because he was familiar with the duties of the 
office. He held both offices. Now, sir, 1] think 
that the gentleman from Tennessee made a very 
great mistake when he said Mr. Kennedy claimed 
both salaries. 

Mr. JONES. I did not say thet Mr. Kennedy 
claimed both salaries, but that it was contended 
by some that he was entitled to both. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I will not argue the ques- 
tion, whether he was or was not. 

Mr. JONES. I ask the gentleman whether an 
opinion was not given that he was entitled to both? 

Mr. STEPHENS. It very possible that 
there was such an opinion given. He held both 
offices, but he never claimed the salaries of both, 
even if he was entitled to both. He made his 
election to receive the salary of $3,000, and con- 
tinued the discharge of the duties of both offices. 
Why, so far from Mr. Kennedy asking that 
which was not due him from the Treasury, if he 
had not been appointed Superintendent of the 
Census, but another man, we would have had a 
clerk of the Census Board at a salary of $3,000 
and a Superintendent of the Census at a salary of 
$2,500 per annum. He, as I have already stated, 
discharged the duties of both offices, and claimed 
only the salary of $3,000. 

Mr. JONES. I will ask the centleman whether 
that Census Board ever met after Mr. Kennedy 
was appointed Superintendent of the Census until 
this question was raised in Congress during the 
last session ? 

Mr. STEPHENS. Yes, the Board met and 
made areport in December, 1851, which is among 
the documents accompanying the President’s mes- 
sage at the opening of Congress. TF have seen it, 
and from which it appeared that the duties assigned 
it were then being performed; that it was still 
in existence, and that Mr. Kennedy was its clerk. 
Their office nor their duties were functus officio. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Was not the law creating a 
superintendency of the Census, intended to do 
away with that Board ? 

Mr. STEPHENS. It was not. That Board 
still continued to discharge its duties. There were 
duties prescribed for the Board in that very law, 
which were to go on and make arrangements and 
attend to the printing necessary to take the Census, 
for the finai consolidation and publication. 

Mr. PHELPS. No, sir. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The whole matter, then, 
resolves itself into this: Whether, when there were 
two offices—one with a salary of $3,000, and the 
other with a salary of $2,500—and one man ac- 
cepted and discharged the duties of both, and 
thereby saved the Government $2,500, he has the 
right to make an election and take the higher sal- 
ary. The Attorney General and the Secretary of 
the Interior gave it as their opinion that he had 
that right; and it is now for us to say whether he 
shall have that salary or not. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. SWEETSER. It seems that allusion has 
been made to the act passed at the present Con- 
gress which hasinvolved this subject in difficulty. 
I recollect perfectly well, when the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Means] proposed to put that 
bill upon its passage, that I rose to my feet and 
made objection, but subsequently withdrew it, the 
statement having been made that the proposition 
was introduced with the consent of Mr. Kennedy. 
I suppose that the House desires at this time to 
have little to do with the subject of meandering 
legislation, The plain practical question has been 
presented, whether Mr. Kennedy, who was em- 
ployed by the Government at a salary of $3,000 
as clerk to the Census Board, shall receive that 
salary until the duties of that office are completed 
or not. There is no one here claiming that he 


is 
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was not engaged ata salary of $3,000. He has 
from the time of his appointment up to the pres- 
ent moment discharged its duties in good faith, 
and whatever mistakes have occurred have been 
in consequence of meandering legislation here. 

I suppose there is not a member present who is 
not willing to give Mr. Kennedy, up to the time 
that the public shall have advantage of his services, 
that annual salary of $3,000—the pay of a head 
of a bureau. That is what was intended, and this 
House are now appealed to to stand wp and do 
right to this man, because if there be fault it does 
not lie at his door. He has done his daty, and 
the proposition now is, whether the Congress of 
the United States will pay him the salary at which 
he was engaged, or whether they will suffer inter- 
vening legislation to defraud him out of it. Since 
the act to which | have adverted was passed, a 
construction has been given it to the effect that 
Mr. Kennedy must refund $500 out of his salary 
of $3,000 for each year that he has received it 
since the passage of the act creating a Superintend- 
ent of the Census. 

The Judiciary Committee committed the error; 
and as a member of this House, in order to correct 
that error, | appeal that justice be donethis man— 
that he be paid the salary of the head of a bureau, 
and that legislation occurring here by common 
consent, induced by statements made upon this 
floor, be not permitted to defraud him out of it. 
[ was cheated out of my vote on that subject, and 
intended, as far as I could, to retrieve that griev- 
ous wrong. Ihave sought the present occasion to 
do sO, 

Mr. STEPHENS. I withdraw my amendment 
if there be no objection. 

There was no objection, and the amendment 
was withdrawn. 

Mr. DUNHAM. 
amount five dollars. 

Mr. Chairman, I have taken occasion to examine 
the law by which the Census Board was created, 
and the laws in regard to the taking of the Seventh 


I propose to reduce the 


Census, passed subsequently, and haveno difficulty | 


in coming to a proper conclusion on the subject. 
The law organizing the Census Board provided for 
the discharge of a particular duty, which was the 
preparation of interrogatories for the purpose of 
taking the Seventh Census, to be submitted at the 
next session of Congress. That was their only 


duty under that law, and, asa matter of course, 


whenever that duty was discharged, the Board be- 
came functus officio. There was nothing then for 
it to do, and it died of itsownaccord. I send the 
law to the Clerk’s desk to be read, that the House 
may see that the position I take is correct. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

‘That the Secretary of State, the Attorney General, and 
the Postmaster General, shall constitute and be a Board, to 
be styled the Census Board ; that it shall be the duty of the 
said Board to prepare and cause to be printed, such forms 
and schedules for collecting in statistical tables, under proper 
heads, such information as to mines, agriculture, comimnerce, 
manufactures, education, and other topics as will exhibit a 


full view of the pursuits, industry, education, and resources | 


of the country ; it being provided that the number of said 
inquiries, exclusive of the enumeration, shall not exceed 
one hundred, and that the expense incurred in preparing 
and printing said forms and schedules shall not exceed 
10,000,” 

The House will see that that Board was simply 
constituted to report to Congress the proper inter- 
rogatories under which the census was to be taken. 
They performed that duty, and at the next ses- 
sion, Congress treated that Board as having dis- 


| charged its duty, and as being officially dead; and 


| they then provided for taking the census. 


I hold 
in my hand the law which was then passed, cre- 
ating the office of the Superintendent of Census, 
under which this officer was appointed, and which 
gave him a salary of $2,500. It reads as follows: 


** And to enable him the better to discharge these duties, 
he is hereby authorized and required to appoint a suitable 
and competent person as Superintending Clerk, who shall, 
under his direction, have the general management of mat- 
ters appertaining thereto, with the privilege of franking and 
recetving, (ree of charge, all official documents and letters 
eonnected therewith. And the said Secretary shall also 
appoint such clerks and other officers as may be necessary, 
from time to time, for the efficient management of said ser 
vice. And the compensation to be allowed and paid to the 
officers connected with the Census Office, shall be as fol- 
lows: For the Superintending Clerk, $2,500 per annum in 
full for his services; and for the assistants and clerks, the 
compensation "sually paid for similar services, to be fixed 
and allowed by the Secretary of the Interior.’’ 


Mr. Chairman, it was under that clause of this 
law, that this man was appointed Superintendent 


Jan. 25 

— nines ’ 
under which he has been paid. After exami, 7 
this matter, and going on to discharge his duty ‘- 
Superintendent of the Census, or some one ; 7 
took it into his head that he could by his leo 
main fall back upon that old and expiring Boar, 
resuscitate it, and get a higher salary than the lac’ 
provided for under which he was appointed i 
only duty that Census Board has done since that 
time, was to meet together, and resolve that they 
were still in existence, in order that this man mighs 
hold the office of Secretary, and thus, in this round. 
about way, get the increased salary. | undertake 
to say that no gentleman upon this floor can show 
that the Board met for any other purpose, or tq 
discharge any other duty, after the passage of the 
law for taking the census, than for the appoint 
ment of this man as Superintendent. , 
Mr. GORMAN. The gentleman did not seem 
to apprehend the point, or else | am in the dark as 
to the law. I understand that this Census Board 
was created, and that Mr. Kennedy was appointed 
the chief clerk, at $2,500. There was a Secretary 
of the Board originally by the law previous to the 


Cise, 
erde. 


he 


| one read by my colleague, and the salary was fixed 


| would be entitled to $3,000. 


at $3,000. He waselected ina capacity where he 
He was elected to 
take the salary of $3,000. The Comptroller of 
the Treasury decided that he was entitled to jy 
and he drew that sum. The gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Meaps,] last session of Congress 
introduced a resolution more immediately 

Mr. DUNHAM. I will put the gentleman 





| right in regard to that matter. The very difficulty 


by which this matter came to Congress, was, as 


| l understand it, because the Comptroller refused 


| to 


vay. 

Me GORMAN. The Comptroller of the Treas- 
ury did pay $3,000 for two years and a half; and 
now the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Means, } 
who was at the head of the Judiciary Committee, 
reported back the Senate bill this session, and 
had it passed through this House, its details not 
being considered atall. By the construction given 
to that law, this officer was to receive only $2,500; 
and now the Comptroller of the Treasury calls 


|upon Mr. Kennedy to pay back $500 for two 
| years and a half, which he has already received 


under the existing laws. These are the facts, as 


| they appear upon the records of the Government. 


Mr.DUNHAM Will the gentleman allow me 
a single word? I hold in my hand the law by 
which that man’s salary was first fixed at $3,000. 
It was a law subsequent to rendering the service, 
and it reads in this manner: 

“< And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of carry- 
ing into effect this act, and defraying the preliminary ex- 
penses, there is hereby appropriated, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, $150,000 ; out of 
which the said Secretary of the Interior may allow to the 


| person employed as Secretary of the Census Board, a com 
| pensation after the rate ‘of $3,000 per annum, during the 
| period he has been in their employ.” 


The gentleman, or any one else, cannot find a 
law upon the statute-book for the time he has been 
acting as Superintendent of the Census Board, 
authorizing him to receive one single dollar, except 
as 





Mr. GORMAN. I make the declaration, and 
the record shows that I am right, that he did receive 
$3,000 per annum. If the gentleman will look at 
the recommendation of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, he will find that the Secretary recommends 


| that this amendment be made to the same law, 80 


that he may be allowed his $3,000. 
| tary recommends it in his official report, and calls 


The Secre- 


attention specially to it; and if this amendment is 
not passed, Mr. Kennedy must pay back $900) a 
year fortwo and a half years, according to the 
decision of the Comptroller. The Attorney Gen- 
eral has decided that he is entitled to $3,000 a 

ear. The Secretary of the Interior decided that 
- is entitled to $3,000 a year, and the Comptroller 
contends that he has a right to decide the question 
for himself, and that the Attorney General’s 


| opinion is not binding upon him; and, conse 
quently, he has demanded and withheld his salary 


to the amount of $500 per annum for two and & 
half years. The Superintendent comes here now 
and asks to be relieved from paying back the $500 
for two and a half years, which he has already 
received. I have it here upon his own statement, 
and I will place it upon record, so that he shall be 
responsible for it. 1 have it from the official re- 


| port of the Secretary of the Interior, and from the 
of the Census, under which he has acted, and || statement made officially by the Comptroller of 
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1853. 
the Treasury, that he has drawn this money; and 
unless you pass this amendment now, he will be 
‘oampelled to pay it back. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I! would ask the gentleman 
to refer to the law under which this man’s salary 
-. «3.000. I challenge any one, I care not whether 
+ be the Attorney General or any other person, 
a show any law by which that amount of money 
ye claimed by the Superintendent of the Cen- 


can I 
sus. 

(Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DUNHAM. If there be no objection, I 
will withdraw my amendment. 

The question was then puton Mr. Gorman’s 
amendment, and ona division*there were—ayes 
68, noes not counted, 

Mr. GORMAN demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Pork and Henpricks were 
appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported that there were—ayes 68, noes 43; no 
quorum voting. i . 

Mr. STUART moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Let us havea recount, if 
there be no objection. 

The tellers having resumed their places, the 
question was again taken, and there were—ayes 
72, noes 48. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I propose to amend the 
clause appropriating for the completing the census 
by striking out $25,000 and inserting $50,000. 1 
do that because that is the sum asked for by the 
Secretary, as necessary to complete the work be- 
fore we can publish it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars is all that is asked for in this deficiency bill. 
We have given every dollar which the Secretary 
has asked for. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Fifty thousand dollars is 
asked for in the Secretary’s report. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not speak of the Sec- 
retary’s report, but his estimates sent to us to be 
put in the deficiency bill. His estimate was for 
$25,000, and we have put that sum in the bill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Then I may be mistaken, 
according to the gentleman’s statement, and will 
withdraw my amendment. 

The next section was then read, as follows: 

‘For stationery, printing blank forms and regulations, 
furniture, binding books, and miscellaneous items, in the 
office of the Commissioner of Pensions, $10,000. ”’ 

Mr. RIDDLE. I propose the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the section: 

For engraving for fifty-one thousand five hundred and 
twenty copies of the mechanical part of the Patent Office 
Report for 1851-2, $585. 

Mr. HOUSTON. No one objects to it. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Rwpw- 
DLE’s amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
following amendment: 

To pay for the Congressional Globe and Appendix, and 
the Annals of Congress, ordered for the use of the Con 
gressional Library under the resolution of the House of 
September 28, 1850, $4,500. 

It may be necessary to say, in explanation of 
the amendment, that on the 28th of September, 
1850, a resolution was passed by the House, di- 
recting the Clerk to purchase from the publisher 
of the Globe and Appendix, and also from the 
publisher of the Annals of Congress, one hundred 
copies of those two works, to be placed in the 
Library for the use of the members of the House. 
Those works are still continued, and neither one 
of them iscomplete. The object of the resolution 
was to procure for the use of the House two com- 
plete sets of these works, and at least one hun- 
dred copies. J understand that the Annals of 
Congress will be completed when they reach the 
Eighteenth Congress, and there are some half a 
dozen or more volumes yet to finish the work. 

Mr. STANLY. We cannot hear a word the 
gentleman says in this quarter. 

Mr. STANTON. It is an unfortunate place I 
have, and I will try and get out of it as soon as 
possible. Last year the publisher of these works 
furnished the usual number of copies, and they 
are now in the Library. There is no money in the 
hands of the Clerk to pay for them. The object 
of this amendment is to place in his hands the 
amount of money necessary for that purpose. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I did not hear the 


. 


I offer the 
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Stanton} who offered this amendment; but my 
recollection of that resolution is, that it does not 
authorize the Clerk to make any contract for 
books beyond those that were published at the 
time. I think—if my memory is not at fault— 
that it was you, Mr. Chairman, who offered the 
resolution—or perhaps, it was an amendment to 
a resolution that was pending—that the Clerk of 
the House purchase one hundred copies of the 
Congressional Globe and Appendix, and one hun- 
dred copies of Gales & Seaton’s Register of De- 
bates, including the Annals published also by Gales 
& Seaton, to be placed in the House Library—not 
in the Congressional Library—for the use of the 
members of the House. 

Now, sir, | have no doubt that this amendment 
will pass, and perhaps it is right that it should; 
but I do not think that it is right for the Clerk or 
any other officer of this House, to make contracts 
and to purchase books until the House has or- 
dered it to be done. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. With the per- 
mission of the gentleman from Tennessee, | will 
make a very brief explanation. The resolution 
to which the gentleman refers was offered by. me 
and adopted by the House. The object which | 
had in view at the time was to secure for the Li- 
brary complete sets of the works in question—not 
imperfect sets—to be placed in the Library in or- 
der that members of Congress might be able, if 
they desired it, to take to their rooms full and 
complete sets of all the debates, and have them 
there for their use during the session. 

Mr. JONES. I understand that perfectly well, 
and I am not complarning of it at all;-but I say 
that the gentleman’s resolution—since he says he 
offered it—did »ot provide for the purchase of a 
hundred conies at each and every session of Con- 
gress, and that being the case, the Clerk should 
have waited until Congress authorized him to 
purchase the subsequent copies. 

Mr. STANTON. A word further, in explana- 
tion. The books are not furnished under a con- 
tract made by the Clerk of the House with the 
publishers, but they are furnished by the publish- 
ers under the resolution to which I have referred, 
which provides that the Clerk of the House shall 
procure and pay for, out of the contingent fund, 
complete copies of these works, to be placed in 
the Library. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would ask the gentleman 
whether the books have or have not been fur- 
nished ? 

Mr. STANTON. They have been furnished, 
and are now in the Library, and the object of this 
appropriation is to pay for them. It is asked for 
by the Clerk to pay a debt which has already 
been incurred. 

Mr. STANLY. 
ment in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. STANLY. Then I desire to amend it in 
such a way as to furnish some four or five mem- 
bers with books, who have not yet been furnished 
with them. There are some gentlemen here who 
have been elected to supply vacancies occasioned 
by resignations, and others who have been sent 
here to fill vacancies caused by the deaths which 
have unfortunately taken place, and it is surely 
right that they should be put upon the same foot- 
ing as other members. 

Mr. LETCHER. I have prepared such an 
amendment, which I send to the gentleman. 

Mr. STANLY. Well, sir, I will offer it. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

To enable the Clerk of this House to furnish, pay for, and 
deliver the same books to five new members of the present 
Congress, as per resolution of this House, passed 26th July, 
1852, $4,500. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire of 
the gentleman from North Carolina what a get of 
these books, for one member, costs? 

Mr. STANLY. Ido not know. 

Mr. JONES. Eight hundred and seventy dol- 
lars, I think. 

Mr. STANLY. 


adopted, in justice to the five new members. 


Is an amendment to the amend- 


This amendment ought to be 
3ut 


as to this whole business of the distribution of 


books, | am as much opposed to it as the gentle- 
man from Tennessee can be. 

Mr. JONES. Four thousand five hundred dol- 
lars for five sets, would be just $900 a set. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 


remarks of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr-. || to the amendment, and it was agreed to. 
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The question recurred upon the amendmen as 
amended, and being put, it was decided in 
affirmative. 

So the amendment as amended was agreed to, 

Mr. STANLY. If it is in order, t wish to 
submit an amendment, to provide that bereafter 
no books shall be furnished toa member of Con- 
gress except those published by the Congress of 
which he 1s a member. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair doubts very 
much whether such an amendment would be in 
order. 

Mr. STANLY. Very well, sir; 


offer it upon some other occasion. 


the 


then I will 


The Clerk then read the following clause of the 
bill: 

* For the payment of the amount due William W 
under the l6th section of the Chervkee treaty of 1835 and 
1236, being the balance of an award of 8405 by the com 
missioners under said treaty, #26 of which were paid out 
of the appropriauon ‘ for carrying inte effect the Cherokee 
treaty of 1835 and 1836,’ 

Mr. BRENTON. I rise to ask the committee 
to pass over that clause informally. I have 
amendment which I desire to offer, but | am not 
prepared with the estimates. It would come in 
appropriately here,and I therefore ask the unani- 
mous consent of the committee to 
clause informally. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This bill up in 
committee fortwo weeks, and i very much hope 
that we may be able to finish it this evening. | 
do not want, therefore, to have to go back 
we get to the end of the bill. 
spoken to me about his amendment, 
come in just as well to another bill, which will be 
up ina few days, as to this. 

Mr. BRENTON. If there is any chance of 
getting through the bill to-day, [ will not ask to 
defer action upon this clause; but 1 should like it 
to be passed over informally for the present 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will 
to the gentleman from Indiana, that he wil! best 
attain his object by asking the unanimous consent 
of the committee to return to this clause, when 
the bill has been gone through. 

Mr. BRENTON. 
sue that course. 

Mr. STANTON, of 


following amendment: 


i}? 
Hiams, 


i)? 
$1 


an 


puss over the 


has been 


when 
The gentleman has 


and it can 


sucrest 


Very well, sir. I will pur- 


offer the 


Kentucky. I! 


To pay Gregory Ennis, executor of Phillip Ennis, de 
ceased, balance due upon a contract for filling low 
ground south of the President’s House, authorized by act of 


March 3, 1849, the sum of #474 54. 


up the 


That amendment is made necessary by a defi 
ciency in the appropriation mate in the month of 
March, 1849, for filling up this low ground south 
of the Presaident’s House. Phillip Ennis made a 
contract fordoing that work. Before hecompleted 
his contract, he was dismissed from service by the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, and another 
van adopted for the completion of the work. 
There was found due to him four hundred and 
seventy-four dollars and some cents: hut the ap- 
propriation of that year was not sufficient for its 
payment. There is 
ment being indebted to him, because it is acknowl- 
edged upon all hands. 
missioner of Public Buildings, of the Surveyor, 
and of other officers, and they all certify to the 
fact that thismuchisdue. Phillip Ennis has since 
died, and the debt 1s claimed by Gregory Ennis, 
his executor. The Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds have examined the claim, and are 
convinced of its correctness. That committee, in 
view of all the circumstances, thought the claim- 
ant entitled to interest from the time the work was 
done; but I have not included the interest in the 
amount. The sum named in 
the actual principal of the debt, and no more. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


no doubt about the Govern- 


I have letters of the Com- 


the amendment is 


The Clerk then read the following clause, viz 


‘¢ For expenses which may be incurred in acknowledging 
the services of the masters and crews of 
rescuing American citizens and 
shipwreck, $2,000.”’ 


Mr. HOUSTON. 
the Secretary of State, for he was not in, tw 
the Chief Clerk 


foreign vessels in 


American vesse is from 


Upon consultation, not with 


of the State Denartrnent. 
gested that it would be bet 
that section that the meney sha e eX 
der the direction of the President of the ited 
States. I therefore move to add 


ter to put a pre 


nese worue;: 
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Provided, That the money shall be expended under the 
direction of the President of the United States. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
agreed to. 

The next and last clause of the bill was then 
read, as follows: 

‘‘ For contingent expenses of House of Representatives, 
as er newspapers for members, five thousand dollars ; 

‘For horses aud carriages, one thousand one hundred 

ollare 5 
‘ 1 For clerks, messengers, pages, and laborers, ten thou 
sand five hundred dollars ; 

** For clerks on maps for the use of the Committee on 
Public Lands, seven thousand five hundred dollars ; 

** For folding documents for members, four thousand dol 
lars ; 

“For clerks on index of private claims, twenty-eight 
thousand nine hundred and tweive dollars and fifty cents ; 

** For miscellaneous items, three thousand dollars.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to amend the last 
item of that clause by striking out the word 
*<three’’ and inserting ‘‘six’’ in lieu thereof. 
There are some miscellanies which I have not 
taken into view, and I think, therefore, that the 
amount had better be increased to six thousand 
dollars. 

Mr. STANLY. I oppose that amendment for 
the purpose of calling the attention of the House 
and of the honorable chairman of the Committee 
on Ways and Means, to that item of the clause 
which relates to maps for the use of the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. I hope some gentleman 
will be able to give us some information upon that 

oint. I understand that a great deal of money 
as been wasted upon these maps, and that when 
a have been prepared, they have been thrown 
aside as entirely useless, after costing some two 
or three thousand dollars. Perhaps, too, the 
Committee on Ways and Means, or the Commit- 
tee on Accounts may be able to give us some in- 
formation with reference to the clerks employed 
on the index of private claims. Many years ago, 
an honorable colleague of mine, not now a mem- 
ber of this House, asked for these clerks for a few 
months, and at another session of Congress the 
were asked for again for a few months; and so it 
has been going on for years, and they have not 

et finished their business. Now our friends the 
Jemocrats are coming into power, and they will 
have full sweep of all the offices, and they can find 
places for these clerks at the other end of the ave- 
nue and thus save this much to the contingent 
fund. 

Mr. HOUSTON. No doubt the latter part of 
the gentleman’s advice will be, toa great extent, 
followed. It will, therefore, be traceable to him 
as a very influential member of the mee sore 
cal organization of the country, that he advised 
those coming into power to make removals. 

Mr. STANLY. Oh, no; not at all. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I agree with the gentleman 
from North Carolina, that these index clerks are 
an imposition upon the country. 1 believe they 
have been there too long, and that the index has 
cost a great deal too much. But I understand 
that the work is now nearly completed, and the 
Clerk of the House has sent in no estimate for it | 
for the next fiscal year. So much on that sub- 
ject. 

With regard to the preparation of maps for the 

Sommittee on Public Lande, I wish to say to the 
gentleman from North Carolina, that the labor of 
the clerks so employed, when it ever is completed 
—but very little of it, it seems to me, ever is com- 
pleted—is very valuable. I have madea personal 
examinatipn into this subject, within the last ten 


days, and have had conferences with regard to it || 


with the Commissioner of the Land Office, and 
other gentlemen connected with the land Depart- 
ment, and [ am satisfied that these maps are vastly 
useful to the country when they are completed. 
They are of great importance, and should not be 
dispensed with. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I wish to ask 
the chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means a question, for the sake of information, | 
which, poh ey should have asked sooner. I | 
wish to ascertain how much that index of private | 


claims has cost, up to the present time? }| 
I do not know, and there- || 
fore cannot answer the question. || 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


Mr. McMULLIN. Ithascost between twenty | 
and thirty thousand dollars. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I believeit is about that, but | 
I do not know the precise amount. 












on to say, when I was interrupted, that while I Mr. STANLY. I have said nothing a} 
| manner in which the gentleman has preser 


think that these maps are of great utility, and that 
they should not be dispensed with, I believe that 
the force at present in the Land Office can discharge 
all the duties of that office without an additional 
force for this purpose. I am willing to vote, and 


shall vote, to make no additional appropriation for | 


clerks upon this particular branch of the public 


service. The proposition here is to give an amount | 


of pay for this year. There is a deficiency, and 
it is necessary to pass this appropriation to con- 
tinue the services of these clerks, and pay them 
for what they have done during the present 
After hinsk 

and shall so vote. 


ear. 
am willing to dispense with hom, 


Mr. FLORENCE. I moveto amend the amend- | 


ment proposed by the Committee on Ways and 


Means, by striking out the words ‘‘six thousand,”’ | 
and inserting ‘‘ twenty-four thousand nine hun- | 


dred and fifty.”’ 


Mr. Chairman, I offer that amendment, because | 
that is the amount asked for by a communica- | 


tion, if | understand it correctly, made by the 


Clerk of the House to the Committee on Ways | 


and Means. 
cisel 


but I do mean to say—indeed, I can prove con- 


I do not mean to say that it is pre- | 
the amount necessary to be appropriated, | 


clusively that it is the amount asked for, as abso- | 


lutely necessary, and that it is in the sense in which 
it is generally understood, a deficiency. It is the 
practice, I believe, and has been for a long time, 
to make appropriations with a view to the contin- 


gent expenses which may accrue on account of | 


the sickness and necessary detention of members, 


for boxes for members, and for other items which | 
I have before me, amongst which are large sums 


now due. 
order that the committee may be informed of the 
items for which this amendment has been pro- 
posed. I will read it, that it may be oppose 
combated by others who know more of these mat- 


I will read the items and amounts, in | 


or | 


ters than I do—though I have taken some pains | 


to becorrectly and particularly informed upon the 
subject. 

The first item is for detention of members b 
sickness, $3,000, a part of which is now due. It 
has been the practice of the House, when any of 
its members have been detained for two or three 
weeks by sickness, the Sergeant-at-Arms or the 
Speaker, whichever has the authority to do it, 
pays their per diem up to the day they leave 
Washington. That has been the practice. I have 
no time to explain how it is or a it is that it is 
so. I presume the fact is already known to the 
House; if it is not I now communicate it, and if 
it is wrong it should be corrected. 

The following is the list communicated by the 
Clerk, viz: 

Detension of members by sickness, (a part now 





GOB). ins cniiuesserstaenssasecsetassasuneees $3,000 00 
Funeral expenses of members.........+e.ee0+. 2,000 00 
Boxes for members, (now being made)......... 2,000 00 
Fee for Ball Gn OMOGR ..6.. cesses ccvscteasices 800 00 
Expenses of witnesses before committees...... - 1,000 00 
Hauling documents to post office.............+. 500 00 | 
Expenses of special committees,..........+++ 1,800 00 | 
Advertising list of appropriations, (now due).... 2,500 00 | 
Adverting list of appropriations, (next session).. 2,500 00 | 
Advertising proposals for stationery and coal... 600 00 | 
Purchasing Directories for members, (now due). 500 00 
Small items, (for mats, brooms, matting, flags, 

A BR Ray Fa FO a ee 1,000 00 
Twine for folding-room, (a part now due)...... 1,500 00 
Paste for folding-room.........eseee8- Sésbe owe 250 00 
For miscellaneous items........cccseeeeececece 5,000 00 

Making in all, ........00. op uncees Basta estace $24,950 00 


These boxes, I understand the Committee on 


Accounts have decided it is within the province | 


of Congress to furnish. 
books of the members. ‘ 
Mr.STANLY. Will the gentleman from Penn- 


They are boxes for the 


| sylvania inform me where he procured that state- 


| ment? 


I was going || 


Mr. FLORENCE. 1 got it atthe Clerk’s office. 
Of course the Clerk asked for the appropriations, 
and communicated his wish to the Committee on 
Ways and Means; but as he could not get it be- 
fore the House through the Committee on Ways 
and Means, he could not have taken a better 
medium for it than myself. [Laughter.] 

Mr. STANLY. No, he could not have taken 
a better medium than the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I do not mean to say that 
I could present the case as eloquently or effectively 


as other gentlemen; but I can present it as plainly. | 
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Out the 


, ited 
of what sort of a medium he is. _— 


Mr. FLORENCE. I will suggest that | , 
not a spiritual medium. 1 had no allusion to chet 
sort of medium. . 

Mr. STANLY. Then it seems that the op 
tleman from Pennsylvania is the medium and oe 
fidential friend of the Clerk of the House, through 
whom he makes his communications to this House 
Here is the Committee on Ways and Means ;, 
whom this matter has been referred, and the chair 
man of that committee asks for an appropriation 
of $6,000, or whatever the amount is. But th. 
Clerk gets his confidential medium to come hey 
and ask for an appropriation of more than 24 (jy 
for items of incidental expense, among which are 
expenses to be incurred hereafter, unknown and 
indescribable. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will state that the sum of 
— was fixed by the Committee on Ways ang 

eans as an amount they deemed sufficient. T),,. 
Clerk did not communicate that sum to them, )yy: 
they thought it a reasonable amount. F 

Mr. STANLY. Well, it isa strange way ty 
do business. This matter has been referred ;, 
the Committee on Ways and Means, who have 
investigated it, and report that they think 6,00) js 
sufficient. Yet the Clerk of the House, through 


| his medium, comes here, and in the jumble and cop. 


fusion of this committee, asks for $24,000, withou 
being able to state any information of the reason 
for asking this amount. That will not do, sir, | 
think it is time to stop these medium communica. 
tions. I think it is time to stop making these ap. 
propriations without knowing what they are for, 

Mr. FLORENCE I will tell you what they 
are for, if you will give me an opportunity, 

Mr. STANLY. I understood the gentleman 
to say that there were items in the list he read, 
that he did not know what they were for. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to interrupt him, to ask a single 
question ? 

Mr. STANLY. You can do that after | ge 
through. : 

My friend from Alabama, [Mr. Hovsron,]| the 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, 
a while ago remarked that | had intimated that | 
was in favor of removals from office. Now, sir, 
I made no such intimation. 

Mr. HOUSTON. O, that was only jocularly 
said. 

Mr. STANLY. The gentleman says it was 
done jocularly. Well, then, let it go. I will 
merely etnenk, that | have interfered oftener to 
keep Democrats in office, within the last four years, 
than I shall to get Whigs appointed for forty years 
to come. 

I do not approve of any such policy. I think 
we had much ume save the money than to apply 
it as proposed for indexing. The honorable 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means 
remarked, that these whole expenditures for this 
indexing, was nothing but an imposition upon the 
House. Now, if this is the case, J call upon the 
House to look into the matter and correct the 
abuse. There is no reason why it should not be 
done. There is a Democratic majority of fifty in 
the House. The Democrats have the control of 
all the committees of the House, and there is no 
reason why they should not act in the matter. 

Mr. Chairman, | call upon both the Democratic 





and Whig members to say that these impositions 
upon the House, as admitted by the honorable 
chairman of the Ways and Means, shall be no 
longer sustained. 

But I hope the committee will not have any 
further communications from the Clerk through 


|| this medium. Before we vote him $24,000, his me- 


dium must be able to tell us where it is going to. 
Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman says this 
is an imposition upon the House, and that the 
Clerk has selected me as his medium te communt- 
cate with the House. 
Mr. STANLY. I quoted the gentleman’s own 
language. He referred to himself as a medium. 





Mr. FLORENCE. Now what is the position 
| of this body with regard to this index matter’ 
|| The House provided for this index some years 
| ago, and, if my memory serves me right, when 
| there was a Whig majority here, and when there 
| was a Whig Speaker of the House. 

Now, I have but a word to say of the approprt- 
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